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It Was a Very Good Year

The past year has been a productive and successful year for 

the Cedar Grove Historical Society.  For the first time the 

Morgan Museum was open during the summer months.  

Shoppers at  the Municipal Alliance sponsored Farmer’s 

Market were able to tour the museum each Wednesday 

afternoon bringing many new visitors to the museum.  

A special feature of our Pumpkin/Apple sale this year was 

homegrown pumpkins.  Our volunteer gardeners grew  

approximately fifty pumpkins that we were able to sell 

during our annual sale.  This spring the patch was planted 

again in hopes of raising even more pumpkins for this year’s 

sale.  Our gardeners have also worked diligently to improve 

the gardens around the museum and to plant deer resistant 

plants in the gardens.  Many of the garden improvements 

were accomplished through generous donations of time, 

money and materials by members and friends of the Society.

Repairs to the museum and a new exhibit were also 

accomplished by our volunteers.  The storm-damaged ceiling 

in the dining room has been repaired and night lighting has 

been improved.  A new display  of Remington drawings that 

were part of the Morgan collection are being shown in the 

front hall of the museum.

Our annual Holiday Open House was held in conjunction 

with the Essex County  Holiday House Tour.  This brought 

many new people to the museum.  This year the house was 

open both Saturday and Sunday.  Our Sunday visitors were 

treated to holiday  music presented by  the Cedar Grove High 

School chorus.

A variety of interesting programs were presented at our 

General Meetings.  All of the meetings were well attended 

and even resulted in our gaining some new members.

The Board of Directors thanks all who have participated this 

year and looks forward to an even more productive up-

coming year.

Farmers Market Returns to Morgan’s 

Farm

The Municipal Alliance sponsored Farmers Market 

will be held again this summer at Morgan’s Farm. 

Some of your favorite venders are back along with 

some new ones. The Morgan museum will be open 

the afternoons that the market is open.

 Wednesdays from June 20 - September 26

2 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Come shop and then tour the Morgan Museum 

which will be open during the Farmers Market.

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org


Scholarship winner, Sean Romeo, and the 

Historical Society’s Scholarship Chair, Jean Jaeger

Society Activities

Sean Romeo Awarded Jacobus Scholarship

The Cedar Grove Historical Society’s F. Leslie Jacobus 

Scholarship  is awarded each year to a graduating high 

school senior who lives in Cedar Grove.  Primary 

consideration is given to a senior who meets one or 

more of the following criteria.

    Has evidenced an interest in the history of Cedar 

    Grove

    Has been a volunteer in some project of the Society

   Or, has performed other relevant community service.

This years recipient, Sean Romeo certainly met these 

criteria.  He received his lower school education in the 

Cedar Grove schools and his high school education at 

St. Peter’s Preparatory School in Jersey City.  He has 

been very active in the Boy Scouts and for his Eagle 

Scout project facilitated the restoration or repair of 16 

benches around the skating rink on Morgan’s Farm.  He 

then donated $1260, the funds he had left from his 

project, to the Cedar Grove Historical Society for other 

outdoor improvements to Morgan’s Farm.  Part of his 

generous donation has already been used to improve the 

gardens around the Morgan Museum. 

A committee from the Board of Directors selected Sean  

from a list  of eight applicants to receive the $500 

scholarship. The scholarship and a copy  of Trustee Phil   

Jaeger’s book Cedar Grove were presented to Sean at 

our May General Meeting. We congratulate Sean and 

wish him well as he heads off to college.

Society Field Trip

On June 16 the Cedar Grove Historical Society sponsored 

a trip to The Hermitage and the Ho-Ho-Kus Inn and 

Tavern. The Hermitage consists of two buildings, a 

museum and a historic house.  The group of nineteen 

toured both buildings before heading for lunch at the Inn.

The Hermitage incorporates a stone house visited  by 

George Washington during the Revolutionary War with 

Gothic Revival additions that were made in the 1800s.  It 

was also the site of Aaron Burr’s marriage to Theodosia 

Prevost.

Bill Dye and Merrily LaScala are seen here reading some 
of the signage in the museum.

Jonathan, one of the guides, shows the group one of 

the rooms in the  house.

After the tour at  The Hermitage, the group headed to the 

Ho-Ho-Kus Inn and Tavern.  The building that houses the 

restaurant was built in the 1700s as a residence. There are 

many pictures inside the house dedicated to its history.  

Because it was a beautiful day  the group of nineteen 

decided to eat outside on the patio.  After a delightful lunch 

some of the group went inside the restaurant to view the 

pictures and artifacts on display.  

Enjoying a  delightful lunch on the patio at the 

Ho-Ho-Kus Inn and Tavern



Society Activities

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our web site at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

  Did You Know?

Can You Help?

Each year the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey 

sponsors the Kevin M. Hale Publications Awards.  The 

Cedar Grove Historical Society Newsletter won first  place 

in the newsletter category.    The award ceremony was held 

on Saturday, June 9, at the DANE (Danish Archive North 

East) site in Edison. The Society's newsletters can be seen 

at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

Jean Jaeger, editor of the newsletter, is seen accepting 

the award from Jeff McVey, a member of the Florham 

Park Historical Society and a Board member for the 

League.

The certificate will be framed and put on display in the 

office at the Canfield/Morgan House.

The Historical Society  is in need of an extension 

ladder, 20-24 feet, made of either fiberglass or 

aluminum to help  with the upkeep of the Morgan 

Museum.  If you have an extra one or would like to 

donate one, please contact Peter Nilan at 

973-239-4161 or the society at 973-239-5414.

Volunteers Needed

The Board of Directors would like to open the 

Morgan Museum this summer during the Farmer’s 

Market and the Friday night movies.  In order to do 

this we need volunteers to be in the house while it  is 

open.  There will always be a Board member present 

to answer any questions.  If you think you can help 

during any of the times listed below please contact 

Jean Jaeger at jeanjaeger@optonline.net or 

973-746-7453.

Farmers’ Market

We would like to keep  the house open from 2-5 p.m. 

each Wednesday afternoon from June 20 to September 

26.

Movies Under the Stars

The Cedar Grove Municipal Alliance Committee and 

the Cedar Grove Recreation Department show movies 

at Morgan’s Farm on Fridays during the summer. The 

Historical Society would like to have the house open 

from 7-8:15 p.m. before the movie starts.  The dates 

are:

  June 29 

July 6

 July 20

 July 27

  August 3

Ladder needed

The large fossil rock that is on display  at the 

public library  was discovered in 1973 behind the 

Bradford Arms Apartments by Cub Scout John 

Carlotti and his brothers Carlo and Artie.  A 

paleontologist was  called to look at the rock and 

stated that it was 370 million years old.  The 

public works department, along with a police 

escort, transported the rock to the library.  On 

September 15, 1973, a special program was held 

outside of the library with the main speech being 

given by paleontologist Robert Salkin of the 

Newark Museum.

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org/
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          Meet Our Members
by Merrily La Scala

The Cedar Grove Historical Society has the 

following items for sale  All proceeds go to 

help the work of the Society. 

1. Cedar Grove by Cedar Grove Historical 

Society Trustee Philip Jaeger for $20.  

There is a limited supply available.

2. Panther birdhouses for $20.

Please email Julie at 2JVO@comcast.net or 

call 973-857-1968. 

Items for Sale

Dean Kovatis, one of our newest trustees, was born in Connecticut, and in 1955, the family moved   

to Cedar Grove. He spent much of his childhood enjoying outdoor activities exploring the 

woodlands of the neighborhood and the ragged trail to the Peckman Brook.  He credits his father 

who was raised on a farm, for instilling in him an interest in nature.

              Growing up in Cedar Grove, Dean witnessed many  changes in the area. As a teen, he remembers 

climbing the highest parts of the old quarry cliffs that border Upper Montclair, before homes were built  on the 

precipice.

After graduating from high school, Dean attended college and later enlisted in the Army where he was a boat  pilot 

and seaman.  During his enlistment in the Air Force, he was an aircraft mechanic.  He is interested in gardening, 

and politics, and is an active member of the American Legion. He serves as a focus panelist for the Fortune 500 

companies and he is also employed as a promotions and marketing associate for the supermarket industry in this 

area. If that is not enough to keep our trustee busy, he is also a part time actor and extra for the motion picture and 

television industry.  Dean’s latest interest is in landscape photography and one of his photos is currently on 

display in the library.

Dean wears many hats and the Historical Society is fortunate to have him lend his varied interests and experiences 

as a volunteer. 

Ad from the booklet 

published for a carnival  

held on June 23, 24 and 

25, 1910, to raise money 

to build the public hall
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