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General Meeting

September 24

Cedar Grove Public Library

7:30 p.m.

Destination:  Pearl Harbor

Mark Simmons, a local actor, gives this moving 

one-man presentation and tribute to the soldiers 

and sailors who were witness to the terrible 

attack of December 7, 1941. The telling 

narratives are told in the very words of the men 

who were there. Their stories tell of shock, fear, 

anger and extraordinary heroism during the 

two hours of terror on  “... a date which will live 

in infamy.”  This presentation is a harrowing, 

inspiring, and at times heart-wrenching 

experience that you will not soon forget.

Mark Simmons has thirty years of experience as 

an actor, having performed in over 50 different 

productions, both professionally and non-

professionally.  Mark is an avid lover of all 

periods of history, and has a special interest in 

World War II.

Annual Pumpkin and Apple Sale

October 4-12

Weekdays 1-5 p.m

Weekends 10 a.m-5 p.m.

Get your pumpkins,apples, baked 

goods and local honey whi le 

support i ng the Cedar Grove 

Historical Society. 

The Organic Farm Stand will also 

be open each Saturday from 9-1.

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed to help at the 
Pumpkin and Apple Sale.  If you have 
some time to help either during the week 
or on a weekend, please contact Julie at 
2JVO@comcast.net or 239-857-1968.

The Cedar Grove Public Library Presents “Timeline New Jersey”

Monday, October 6 at 7 p.m.

Walter Choroszewki, a New Jersey photographer, author and advocate of state pride will 

present colorful photography and a lecture on New Jersey’s History.  

Travel on a timeline from the primeval dawn of the Highlands through the Ice Age and up to 

the present.  Learn about the firsts that make New Jersey special.   Celebrate New Jersey’s 

350th anniversary by attending the program! 

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org


Organic Garden        

Society Activities

D

Welcome to Our New Members
  

                         April Corbo                                    Annie and Mark Marciano

     
             Marian Macheson and Family                           Anne Rowland

Bylaws

The Bylaws Committee  must review the 

b y l a w s e v e r y t w o y e a r s a n d m a k e 

recommendations to the Board of Directors. 

These recommendations are then approved by 

the Board and voted upon by a majority of 

members at the October General Meeting.    

The recommended changes (in italics) are 

listed below and will go into effect after 

presentation, discussion and approval at the 

October meeting.

Article IV:  The following sentence will be 

added:  New memberships received from 

October 1 through December 31 will be carried 

over to the next year.

Article VII:  Treasurer: The following sentence 

will be added: All expenditures will be handled 

with acceptable accounting procedures. 

Trustees: The first sentence will read:There 

shall be no more than nine (9) trustees...

Article VIII:  Collections Committee: The 

following duty will be added:  Preparation and 

maintenance of displays and exhibits.

House Committee: Change to House and 

Garden Committee. Add the following duty:  

Upkeep of gardens.  Nominations Committee:  

The second sentence will read: They will 

present a tentative slate of officer and trustees 

to the Board of Directors for review at the 

September Board meeting. Budget and Audit 

Committee:  The third sentence will read: The 

budget will be presented to the Board of 

Directors for approval at the November Board 

Meeting. Sunshine Committee:  The last 

sentence will read:  Shall coordinate all 

hospitality, including “meet and greet” at 

meetings.

CGHS member John Ostering and  
Kathleen Smith from Partners for Health

Recently John Ostering had the opportunity to 

take Kathleen Smith and Pam Scott from 

Partners for Health on a tour of the organic 

gardens.  Partners for Health, an organization 

whose mission is to strengthen the health and 

welfare of communities  in our area, awarded 

the Society a $5,000 grant earlier in the year to 

help prepare the new half-acre field for 

planting.  Some of the produce from the garden 

is donated to a local food pantry.

The Farm Stand has been a great success this 

summer and will remain open each Saturday 

from 9-1 until the end of October.  Check the 

website www.MorgansFarm.org to learn more 

about the garden.

Volunteers are still needed this year to help 

with planting, picking and planning for next 

year’s  garden.  If you would like to be a part of 

this exciting project, contact John Ostering at 

john_ostering@unitedss.com.

mailto:john_ostering@unitedss.com
http://www.MorgansFarm.org
http://www.MorgansFarm.org
mailto:john_ostering@unitedss.com


Cedar Grove:  Then and Now

Entertainment

The  Pine Cone Tea Room was located on Pompton 

Avenue just north of  Commerce Road.  Originally a 

residence, perhaps that of Benjamin Canfield before 

he built his home which now houses the Morgan 

Museum,  the building sat on two acres of land and 

had knotty pine walls, a pine floor, a porch and a 

shed in the rear.  It  became the Pine Cone Tea 

Room in the early 1920s. The tearoom was popular 

for its “strong tea” during the prohibition era.  

Perhaps the “tea” was brewed in the still on the 

property.  

By the 1930s the building was called Colonel’s and  

reportedly at that time there was an outbuilding 

with animal skulls in it.  Clement J. Malague rented 

the building in the 1940s.  He lived on the premises 

and ran his business, Clem’s Tavern.  The building 

burned down in the 1960s.  Today the Four Seasons 

condominium complex occupies the site.

The Pine Cone Tea Room

The Four Towers

In the late 1920s, during Prohibition, there were 

several supper clubs on the Newark-Pompton 

Turnpike, Pompton Avenue in Cedar Grove today. 

The Four Towers was located on the east side of 

Pompton Avenue just south of Stevens Ave.  

Publicity for the establishment stated that it was 

“One of North Jersey’s Most famous Country 

Restaurants and Supper Clubs.” The banquet 

facilities were advertised to accommodate  from 

ten to  one thousand  guests. The building was 

later renovated and included a bowling alley, a 

theater, where plays were staged into the 1960s, 

and a large dance hall  which was advertised as 

“one of New Jersey’s finest and largest dance 

halls.”  One of the bands that performed there was  

the Meadowbrook Syncopators, led by Frank 

Dailey.  Frank Dailey would eventual purchase a 

building across the street which he renamed the  

Meadowbrook. (We will  take a closer look at the 

Meadowbrook in next month’s Newsletter.) The 

Four Towers, which eventually was renamed The 

Towers, was also used for civic events.  In 1942 the 

North End Fire Company sponsored Saturday 

night dances there.  The admission was forty-four 

cents and Defense Stamps were given away as 

door prizes.  Before Saint Catherine’s Catholic 

Church was built, Cedar Grove was part of Our 

Lady of the Lake Parish.  In 1949, Reverend 

Father Carey of OLL conducted a mass for 

approximately 300 people at the Towers.

The building was purchased by Philip Lee in 1973 

and converted into the Golden Door Chinese 

Restaurant.  The building was later razed and 

today Columbia Bank occupies the area.
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July through October:  Organic Farm Stand   

Saturdays  9 a.m.-1 p.m. The museum will 

be open for tours from 10 a.m. -1 p.m..

September 24: General Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

“Destination: Pearl Harbor” presented by 

Mark Simmons

October 6:  The Cedar Grove Public Library 

presents “Timeline New Jersey”  presented 

by Walter Choroszewski 7:00 p.m.  

   
October 4-12: Pumpkin and Apple Sale

October 22:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.  “Signs of 

the Past and Their Stories” presented by 

Phil Jaeger

December 6-7: Essex County Historic House Tour  

2-4 p.m.

December 7: Annual Holiday Open House 2-4 p.m.

February 25:   General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

       “ History of Annin Flags”  presented by Joe 

Vallone 

March 25:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

      “What George Washington Had in His Pocket”  

presented by Ray Williams”

April 22:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

         Lincoln and/or The Civil War 

        presented by  Kent Winterrowd

May 27:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m. in the barn at 

Morgan’s Farm  “Cedar Grove: Traces of 

Our Past”  presented by Jean Jaeger 

 Did You Know?Upcoming Events

If you would like to view this newsletter in 

color just go to our website at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

The first Girl Scout Troop in Cedar Grove was 

organized in 1927 by Mrs. Sydney Truman, of 

Montclair.  Twenty-four girls, grades  five 

through eleven, registered for the troop.  In 1945 

Cedar Grove had 61 Girl Scouts and seven 

trained leaders.  Younger girls were becoming 

interested in scouting and a Brownie Troop was 

soon formed.  By 1958 Cedar Grove had a total 

of 350 girls enrolled in either a Brownie, 

Intermediate or Senior Wing Scout Troop.  At 

that time there were 36 trained leaders.

The Boy Scouts were founded in March 1930 

under the sponsorship of the Rotary Club. In 

Cedar Grove’s Golden Jubilee booklet from 

1958, it states that the troop met every Monday   

night at Memorial School, which is Cedar Grove 

High School today.  The  Post 1 Explorer Scouts 

for boys 14 to 18 was organized in 1944 under 

the sponsorship of the Canfield-Chase American 

Legion Post.  

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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