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Upcoming Events

April 25:    New Jersey Coinage 1786-1788

                     Presented by Ray Williams

 
May 23:     Dining with History

                     Presented by Phil and Jean Jaeger

June 9:       Field Trip: The Hermitage in

                   Ho-Ho-Kus  followed by lunch at the    

        Ho-Ho-Kus Inn and !"#$%&

        Centre House                              Grasshopper

Cedar Grove was once a farm community.  See 

how it  has changed in the past 100 or more years. 

Side by side pictures of what was and what is will 

help to tell Cedar Grove’s story.

Annual Fund-Raiser

It has been a busy year for the Society.  A new roof was put 

on the barn and work continued on upgrading the gardens 

around the museum.  This year for the first time the society 

was able to grow pumpkins, in total fifty, on the farm that 

were then sold at our annual Pumpkin/Apple Sale in 

October.  It is hoped that we can increase our productivity 

this coming year.  Visitation to the museum increased 

dramatically when it was opened each Wednesday this 

summer during the Municipal Alliance’s Farmers’ Market. 

But there is more work that needs to be done.  The ceiling in 

the dining room of the house is still in need of repair.  The 

barn needs to be painted and the garage doors need to be 

repaired or replaced.   One side of the barn has a dirt floor 

that needs to be replaced by a cement floor in order to be 

able to more easily move displays in that area.  

Maintaining the heritage of Cedar Grove is of prime 

importance to the Society, but it comes at  a cost.  That is 

why it is so important that our members and friends 

continue to support the society in any way that they can.  We 

would urge you to give thoughtful consideration to making a 

donation this year.  For all those who have supported us over 

the years, we are truly grateful, but we need everyone’s 

continued help in order to maintain this wonderful resource 

for our community.  Your donation, no matter the size, will 

go far to preserve the house and museum for today  and for 

future generations.  Please  send your donations to Cedar 

Grover Historical Society, Post Office Box 461, Cedar 

Grove, New Jersey 07009.

Help Preserve 
Cedar Grove’s

History!

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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The Cedar Grove Postal Service

  Did You Know?

On February 5, 1912, Arthur M. Cowie was appointed to 

the position of postmaster.  He soon purchased a lot on the 

corner of Pompton and Grove Avenues and bought  Sam 

Brower’s barbershop  located at the corner of Pompton 

and Bradford Avenues. Cowie had the building put on 

skids and dragged by horse to his new property which was 

closer to the town’s population center than the previous 

post office.  This then became Cedar Grove’s fifth post 

office.  In the picture above, Cowie is shown with his 

daughter Eleanor.

The post office remained in this location for two years 

when it was then moved to the rear of the property to 

make way for a new and larger building. On its former 

site in the front of the property Mr. Cowie erected a 

building that was designed specifically for use as a post 

office.

The building, a two-story structure, housed the  post 

office on the first  floor and had living quarters for 

Cowie and his family  on the second floor.  The building 

was located between the Erie Railroad and the Peckman 

River, a great location for two reasons. First, business 

increased substantially because of its location near the 

railroad.  Since mail still had to be picked up at the post 

office, commuters found the location quite convenient. 

And secondly, one of Mr. Cowie’s favorite pastimes 

was fishing.  Because of the building’s location 

adjacent to the Peckman River, Mr Cowie was able to 

sit at the kitchen door on the the south side of the 

building and cast his fishing line into the stream below. 

The post office remained at  this location for the next 25 

years, closing in 1939.

The sign on Postmaster Arthur M. Cowie’s desk read, 

“A.M. Cowie, P.M.” leading his customers to give him 

the nickname “All Day Cowie.”  

The building as it looks today.

Franklin C. Courter, a portrait and landscape artist, 

was born in 1854 in the Cedar Grove section of what 

was then Caldwell Township. He attended the second 

school in Cedar Grove and later painted a picture of 

the building. Courter lived in Cedar Grove until age 

14 when his mother died and the family  moved to 

Michigan.  Some of Courter’s landscapes were of 

scenes around Cedar Grove.  He was also famous for  

his portraits of Abraham Lincoln. Courter later 

returned to Cedar Grove and died in 1947 at his 

home on Little Falls Road.



Society Activities

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our web site at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

Winter Activities

During the winter months the work in the gardens and 

in the barn cease, but  much is going on inside the 

museum.  Dusk to dawn security light have been put in 

place and new heating/air conditioning vents have been 

put in the basement in order to keep the area dry. The 

garden committee met to plan for the upcoming 

planting season; the budget committee met to plan this 

years budget; the bylaws were revised; the kitchen 

cabinets were cleaned out and rearranged and the fund-

raising committee started preparations for our March 

fundraiser.  The collections committee volunteers met 

on Wednesday afternoons to work on several activities.

Julie  Ostering and Cheryl Woomer perform the yearly 
task of checking all of the  fabric artifacts.  All of the 
articles must be unfolded, shook out and then  refolded  
in acid free  paper with different fold lines in order to 
keep the  articles from being damaged along the  previous 
fold lines. 

Barbara Young is going through the  society’s 
photograph collection in order to arrange them in 
catagories and make sure all of the photographs are 
properly protected.

Pat Fornoff looks at census records that have been 
gathered in order to research the  history of the Morgan 
family.  Peggy O’Connor has been  researching the 
Morgan family using  computer research  tools to trace 
the family’s English roots.

February General Meeting

Our last General Meeting was held on February  22.  

Sharon Farrell, director and curator of the Grover 

Cleveland Birthplace State Historic Sight, presented 

a program entitled Grover Cleveland’s Wedding.

President Grover Cleveland married Frances Folsom 

in the Blue Room in the White House on June 2, 

1886.  Ms. Folsom was twenty-seven years younger 

than President Cleveland.  They honeymooned in a 

cottage in Maryland’s Blue Ridge Mountains.  

During their marriage the Cleveland’s had five 

children, three girls and two boys.  Their second 

child, Esther, had the distinction of being the first 

child of a president born in the White House.  The 

Cleveland’s first born, Ruth, died at the age of twelve 

of diphtheria. 

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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          Meet Our Members

        by Merrily La Scala

The Cedar Grove Historical Society has the 

following items for sale  All proceeds go to 

help the work of the society. 

1. Cedar Grove by Cedar Grove Historical 

Society Trustee Philip Jaeger for $20.  

There is a limited supply available.

2. Panther birdhouses for $20.

3. Bundles of seasoned firewood for $5 a 

bundle

Please email Julie at 2JVO@comcast.net or 

call 973-857-1968. 

Items for Sale

                  Peter J.Nilan is one of the Society’s newest trustees.  He has been a licensed electrical contractor since 

     1983 and owns Nilan Electric.  Peter has resided in Cedar Grove since 1994 and lives with his wife,  

       Joan, their son Sam, a student at Cedar Grove High School, and their beagle, Kelly.  Peter was born in 

      Glen Ridge and raised in Montclair. He graduated from Montclair State University where he majored 

        in science and mathematics and minored in urban planning and history.

Peter has served as Scoutmaster in Montclair and Cub Scout leader in Cedar Grove.  He also was an assistant 

coach for the Cedar Grove Recreation League.  Now Cedar Grove Historical Society  has become the beneficiary 

of his time and talents.  When not lending a  hand, giving sound advice about the care of the Morgan Museum and 

helping in the running of the Society, Peter finds  the time and energy to fish, hike, paint, do restorations and read.  

He is interested in carpentry, geology, geography, machine repair, sailing and camping.  Peter Nilan, a recent 

addition to the Cedar Grove Historical Society’s Board of Directors, is a true Renaissance Man.

                   Scholarship Available

The Cedar Grove Historical Society will again award the Leslie Jacobus Scholarship to a deserving high school 

senior who has shown an interest in Cedar Grove’s history, volunteered in a project of the historical society or 

performed relevant community  service.  Any high school senior residing in Cedar Grove may apply for the $500 

scholarship  by filling out an application.  Cedar Grove High School students can obtain an application at the 

guidance office. Students attending other schools may  send a request by mail to:  Cedar Grove Historical Society, 

P.O. Box 461, Cedar Grove, NJ 07009, by  calling the society at 973-239-5414 or emailing 
jeanjaeger@optonline.net.  All applications must be returned by April 15. Cedar Grove High School students may 

return their completed applications to the guidance office. Others may mail their completed applications directly to 

the Historical Society.
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