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General Meeting 

                         
 April 23, 2014

7:30 p.m.

Cedar Grove Public Library

Early American Furniture

presented by

Keith Honaman

Keith Honaman, a Cedar Grove 

resident who is experienced in 

authent ic cra f t sk i l l s , became 

interested in Colonial trades around 

the t ime of the United States 

Bicentennial.  He will discuss how early 

furniture is made and how to 

determine the origins of a particular 

piece of Colonial furniture.  Other 

topics that will be discussed are 

refinishing, painting, caning and 

rushing.  Mr. Honaman will entertain 

questions after the presentation.

 Plant Sale

May 3-4

 
10 a.m - 4 p.m.

Morgan’s Farm and Museum

903 Pompton Avenue

Cedar Grove, N.J.

For Sale

Geraniums

Begonias

Hibiscus

Lavender

and other plants.

Also local honey

and birdhouses

Buy your outdoor plants and support the 

Cedar Grove Historical Society!

Sponsored by Coqui Designs of Cedar Grove

http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photography-antique-windsor-chair-side-view-isolated-image13574737
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photography-antique-windsor-chair-side-view-isolated-image13574737


        

Society Activities

Around the Farm

Exciting things are happening with the organic 

gardens. Partners for Health Foundation 

awarded the Society $5,000 which will be used 

to fence in the new garden.  Ted Cox 

generously donated the use of a greenhouse 

where the garden volunteers have already 

started seeds that will later be transplanted to 

the garden.  The new field  has  been totally 

prepared and fenced in.  Kale and peas have 

already been planted there.  The original 

garden is 90 percent planted with cold 

weather crops such as spinach, escarole, 

lettuce, arugula, leeks, carrots and more.  Last 

year’s  volunteers  along with a new group of 

young volunteers have made a huge difference 

in the work being done on the farm.  The 

Society extends a huge thanks to all of them.

March General Meeting

The Society’s General Meeting was held on  

March 26.  Richard Kennedy presented a 

fascinating program on the Essex County 

Sanatorium.  Rich became interested in the 

sanatorium as  a teenager when he happened 

upon the ruins of the once thriving hospital.  

His PowerPoint presentation showing pictures 

of the sanatorium from when it was an active 

community consisting of 20 buildings up until 

today when there are no traces left was 

spellbinding.  The personal and emotional 

attachment that Rich has for the the complex 

made the presentation come alive for all who 

attended.  Rich has  written a book entitled The 

Essex Mountain Sanatorium which he sold and 

signed at the meeting.  The book is fascinating 

and can be purchased at Barnes and Noble.  

The editor of this  Newsletter highly 

recommends this book.

Retiring Board Member

Phil Jaeger, who retired from the Board of 

Trustees  after almost 40 years of volunteer 

service to the Cedar Grove Historical Society, 

was honored at the March General Meeting.  

A tribute to his service was written by Eileen 

Bogdanowicz and read by Merrily La Scala 

who then presented him with a framed 

certificate of appreciation for his service.

Volunteers plant potatoes in the newest 

section of the garden.

The growing has begun!

Go to our web site at 

cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org and click on 

Photographs and Morgan Farm Stand for 

more  garden pictures.



Cedar Grove: Then-and-Now

Businesses
Meier’s Store

This  postcard was mailed in 1907.  Gustav Meier is seen 
in front of the store.  The message  at the bottom of the 
card says “This is John’s  grocery store.”  probably 
referring to John Vreeland who was the  original owner 
and at the time of the postcard lived in a house  next to the 
store.

In the late 1890s John J. Vreeland built a grocery 

store on the west side of Pompton Avenue 

opposite Cedar Street.  Mr. Vreeland had his 

grocery store there until  1902 when he sold it to 

Floyd M. Decker who ran the store until 1907 

when the store was sold to Gustav Meier and his 

wife Sophie.  Gustav, who was born in Baden, 

Germany, and lived in New York after he 

immigrated to this country, came to Cedar Grove 

in 1904.  He supposedly moved here because of 

his health.

Meier’s store sold groceries, feed, grain, hardware, 

dry goods and clothes.  Every Saturday morning Mr. 

Meier would go to the Jacobus house on Grove 

Avenue to take an order.  He would then deliver the 

order that afternoon.

Gustav Meier became an integral part of the Cedar 

Grove community.  Mr. Meier was the chairman of 

the Township Committee in 1929.  He was also 

treasurer of the many organizations he belonged to 

since he had a safe in his store.  He also served as a 

Justice of the Peace.  In 1910 the carnival held to 

raise funds for the erection of a public hall was held 

on the grounds of Meier’s store.  Mr. Meier was the 

treasurer of the Cedar Grove Carnival Association.

Ad for Meier’s 
store printed in 
the booklet for 

the Cedar Grove  
Carnival 

Association’s 
fund-raiser.

Gustav Meier operated his grocery store until 

1939.  He passed away on September 30, 1940.

After housing the town’s post office and several 

other businesses,  the building became the home 

of the Cedar Grove branch of the Montclair 

Savings Bank in 1970.  It was razed the following 

year and replaced by the building that exists 

there today.

Above is The Montclair Savings Bank in what 
was once Meier’s store before it was razed in 
1970 and below is the building that replaced it.



 !"#$%&'%()"&*+,-(%+.$/&0(.+"-1

234564257898

:::;."#$%<%()"=+,-(%+.$/,(.+"-1;(%<

!$>?+"/#@A(%<$>&*(B,"&5&*(C"&(D&-="&A(%<$>&AB,"BC

EF">&G$.=&H"#>",#$1&D%(C&9I596&$;C;J&-="&-=+%#&0$-B%#$1&(D&

-="&C(>-=&D%(C&658&F;C;&(%&K1&%","%)$-+(>;

!$//&234564257898&(%&"C$+/&L"$>L$"<"%M(F-(>/+>";>"-&-(&

$%%$><"&$&-(B%&D(%&1(B%&<%(BF;

'">"%$/& A""-+><,& $%"& ="/#& (>& -="& D(B%-=& H"#>",#$1& (D&

0"F-"CK"%J& E.-(K"%J& N"K%B$%1J& A$%.=J& OF%+/& $>#& A$1;& & P="&

C""-+><,& $%"& ="/#& $-& -="& !"#$%& '%()"& Q+K%$%1& (>& R(CF-(>&

O)">B"&$>#&K"<+>&$-&3S4I&F;C;

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&ED?+."%,&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&P%B,-"",&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
R%",+#">-S&&&&&&&&&&&&!=%+,&H"%>#/1&&&&&&&&&G+/"">&T(<#$>(:+.U&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

V+."&R%",+#">-S&&&WB/+"&E,-"%+><&&&&&&&&&&P(C&X+,F">U"%"&&&&

0".%"-$%1S&&&&&&&&&&&&&W"$>&W$"<"%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&A"%%+/1&Q$&0.$/$J&&!+>#+"&Y":Z+%Z

P%"$,B%"%S&&&&&&&&&&&[">&!=$>#/"%&&&&&&&&&&&[(,"&A$%+"&R$%-+><-(>&&&&&

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&W$>"-&0F(><&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

Y":,/"--"%&"#+-(%J&W"$>&W$"<"%J&.$>&K"&%"$.="#&$-&

L"$>L$"<"%M(F-(>/+>";>"-&

!(CC">-,&$>#&,-(%1&,B<<",-+(>,&<%$-"DB//1&$.."F-"#;&&&&&!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Upcoming Events 

April 19:  Museum Open 2-4 p.m.

April 23:  General Meeting 

                    7:30 p.m.

        Early American Furniture

     Presented by Keith Honaman

May 3-4:   Plant Sale

                   10 a.m-4 p.m.

 
May:17:  Museum open 2-4 p.m.

May 28:  General Meeting 

                      7:30 p.m. 

   The Canfield-Morgan Farm

Presented by Jean Jaeger  

at the Morgan Museum

May 31-November 1:  

           Organic Farm Stand     

         Saturdays  9 a.m.-1 p.m.

If you would like to view this newsletter 

in color just go to our web site at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

Our web site is now linked to the 

Farm Stand Facebook page.

 Henry Birdsall

Tylar Napolitano

Correction

In a previous issue of the 

Newsletter Duane Cosby’s 

name was misspelled. The 

editor apologizes for the 

mistake.

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP BEFORE THE END OF 

APRIL!!!

 Did You Know?

Many of the streets in Cedar Grove were named  

for its early inhabitants.   Vreeland Avenue was 

named for John Vreeland who was the original 

owner of Meier’s Store.  Mr. Vreeland lived in the 

house that sits on the corner of Vreeland Avenue 

and Pompton Avenue.  That building is now the 

Mulberry Bush antique store. 

Bowden Road, once called Love Lane, was named 

for the Bowden family who owned the Bowden 

Cotton Mill. Marley Avenue was also named for a 

another mill owner, Frank Marley who ran the 

Marley Mill on Little Falls Road not too far from 

the cotton mill.

 
Both Grissing Court and Young Avenue were 

named for early farmers, Jacob Grissing and John 

C. Young.

Welcome to Our New Members
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