
General Meeting

Wednesday

April 25, 2012

Cedar Grove Public Library

7:30 p.m.

New Jersey Coinage 1786-1788

Presented by Ray Williams

Did you know that the first use of

E PLURIBUS UNUM on a coin was when it 

graced a copper coin struck by the authority of 

the state of New Jersey in 1786?

Join us at the next meeting of the 

Cedar Grove Historical Society and hear Ray 

Williams, a former Cedar Grove resident, speak 

on the topic

NJ Coinage 1786-1788.

Mr. Williams will have a number of examples to 

show and encourages anyone who owns coins 

dated before 1792 to bring them, along with 

any questions you might have.
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Upcoming Events

 
May 23:     Dining with History

                     Presented by Phil and Jean Jaeger

June 16:     Field Trip: The Hermitage in

                   Ho-Ho-Kus  followed by lunch at the    

        Ho-Ho-Kus Inn and !"#$%&
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Anderson Park Tour

Have you ever walked around Anderson Park in Upper 

Montclair or attended their Fine Arts and Crafts Fair each 

September?  Did you know that Anderson’s Park’s story 

stretches as far back as the Ice Age and touches on the Space 

Age?  The park is on the National Registry  of Historic 

Places.  You can learn about the park’s history  on a tour that 

is being sponsored by the “Friends of Anderson Park” to be 

held on Saturday, May  5, at 10:30 a.m.  The editor of this 

newsletter and her husband took the tour last  year and found 

it most informative.  The walk is easy  because it is a once 

around the park walk.  If you would like more information go 

to www.FriendsOfAndersonPark.com.

For Your Information

Scholarship Deadline

If you know a high school senior who is a resident of Cedar 

Grove, encourage him/her to apply for the $500 Leslie 

Jacobus Scholarship that the Society offers each year.  To  

r e q u e s t a n a p p l i c a t i o n s e n d a n e m a i l t o 

jeanjaeger@optonline.net.  All applications must be 

received by April 16.

Please support the Cedar Grove Historical Society and 

the Morgan Museum by sending in your tax deductible

donation if you have not already done so.

mailto:jeanjaeger@optonline.net
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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The Cedar Grove Postal Service

Arthur Cowie, the first postmaster of the sixth post office 

only remained in office for six years.  He died on July 

18, 1918, and his wife Anna Cowie was appointed 

postmistress to succeed him. In 1922 the post office was 

furnished with nests of post office boxes for citizens to 

rent.  Because the postmaster’s position was an 

appointed one it  changed hands several times until 1937 

when Congress granted tenure to all postmasters then in 

office.  Oscar P. Jacobus became the first permanent 

postmaster of Cedar Grove.  At this time several  

hundred families were waiting to rent boxes, but there 

was no room for additional boxes at the post office at the 

corner of Grove and Pompton Avenues so in 1939 the 

post office was moved to a new location at 508 Pompton 

Avenue.  

Gustav Meier stands in  front of his General Store.  He 
ran the  store  for 35 years closing it in 1939.  At that time 
the  Cedar Grove Post Office  took over the  building in 
order to be able  to have  room to alleviate  the  shortage  of  
post offices boxes and the former store  became  Cedar 
Grove’s seventh post office.

After World War II Cedar Grove’s population increased 

rapidly with the creation of several housing 

developments. At that time there were over 600 

families in General Delivery awaiting post office 

boxes.  There was also a strong campaign within the 

township for home mail delivery.  The federal 

government granted this service in 1948, but the service 

was delayed a year because the present location of the 

post office was inadequate for the additional 

equipment, furniture and personnel required.  A new 

building was built at 26 Bowden Road.  The building 

was opened on November 1, 1949 and home delivery 

began on November 28 of that year.

Cedar Grove’s eighth post office was located on 
Bowden Road.  

The building had previously served for 35 years as the 

General Store of Gustave Meir.  In this location the number 

of postal boxes expanded to 400.  This site became 

especially important during World War II because mothers 

would gather there eagerly  awaiting mail from their sons 

who were serving in the military.

 Today the building houses offices.

A new postal facility  was built on Pompton Avenue in 

1961 just  south of the Municipal Building.  It was 

dedicated on December 3,1961.  The dedication was 

preceded by a large parade followed by a reception 

held at the Friar Tuck Inn.

The photo above is of the ninth post 
office  in  the 1960s and the one below is 
how it looks today.  Only the  front of the 
building has changed.



Society Activities

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our web site at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

March General Meeting

Jean Jaeger presented a program entitled Cedar Grove 

Then and Now.  Pictures of Cedar Grove dating back 

about 100 years ago were seen alongside the same view  

today.   One slide showed the following street signs.  Do 

you know whom these streets were named for?   The 

a n s w e r s a r e a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e p a g e .

                   A                                        B

                     C                                       D

                      E                                        F

A:  William Bortic, first principal of Pompton Avenue School.
B:  Frank Marley, owner of Marley’s mill that was located on 
      Little Falls Road and made hubs and spokes for wagon
      wheels 
C:  John Vreeland, owner of Cedar Grove’s first general store.
D:  The Bowden Family, owners of the cotton mill on Little Falls 
       Road.
E:  John C. Young, farmer
F    Jacob Grissing, farmer

Sean Romeo is seen with his parents, Frank and Lisa 
Romeo at the reception after his Court of Honor.

Spring Clean-Up Begins

The garden committee has begun the outdoor spring 

clean-up.  The plant nursery  has been moved and the 

grounds are being readied for the deer-resistant plants 

that are to be purchased.  The daffodils planted last  year 

are in full bloom.  The committee has met to plan how 

to improve the gardens.  They have created a long range 

plan and hope to be able to restore the gardens to their 

former glory.

Sean Romeo Becomes Eagle Scout

Trustee Peter Nilan represented the Historical Society 

at Sean Romeo’s Eagle Scout Court of Honor and 

Reception on Saturday, March 24. Trustee Nilan said 

a few words on behalf at of the Society. The event 

was  held at St. Peter’s Church in Roseland.  For his 

Eagle Scout project Sean raised money to have 

benches at Morgan’s Farm restored and placed around 

the property.  He donated the money he had left  over 

to the Historical Society to be used to enhance the 

property  around the museum.  The garden committee 

has drawn up a long-range plan to improve the 

gardens.  Some of Sean’s donation will be used to 

purchase deer-resistant plants that when planted will 

be the first stage of the restoration of the gardens.   

  Did You Know?

When Tom Wilberton designed Cedar Grove’s 

Industrial Park he planted hundreds of flowering 

cherry  trees around the buildings because they 

were  his wife Jeanne’s favorite trees.  Each spring 

Cedar Grove has its own display of cherry trees 

that are just as beautiful, although not as plentiful, 

as those in Branchbrook Park in Newark.  The trees 

usually  bloom around the beginning to the middle 

of April, so if you have not already  done so, take a 

ride through the park to view the trees.

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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          Meet Our Members

        by Merrily La Scala

The Cedar Grove Historical Society has the 

following items for sale  All proceeds go to 

help the work of the society. 

1. Cedar Grove by Cedar Grove Historical 

Society Trustee Philip Jaeger for $20.  

There is a limited supply available.

2. Panther birdhouses for $20.

Please email Julie at 2JVO@comcast.net or 

call 973-857-1968. 

Items for Sale

 Like the tornado from “The Wizard of Oz,” Linda and Bill Dye  moved from the farm regions 

 of Ohio to the industrial and suburban areas of New Jersey.  The year was 1967 and they had 

 just married and were starting new jobs in a place far from home.  When they  bought their first 

 house in Verona, they planted a garden to make themselves feel more at home.  Gardening has

continued to be an activity they have enjoyed for almost 45 years.  Today, they  are two of the master  gardeners that 

support the Cedar Grove Historical Society’s efforts to maintain the Morgan Farm and Museum.

Bill and Linda are graduates of Bowling Green State University  in Ohio where Bill studied geology and Linda studied 

health, physical education and recreation.  Bill earned his Masters degree in Business at  Michigan Technical University 

and Linda received her Masters in Physical Education and Higher Education Administration at Springfield College in 

Springfield, Massachusetts.  Later, Linda earned her Ph.D. in Physical Education at New York University.

They  raised two sons, Bill Jr. who resides in Cedar Grove, and Brian who lives in Williamsburg, Virginia.  They  are the 

proud grandparents of five.  There were many years when these master gardeners coached or sponsored groups of 

Indian Guides, Cub Scouts and various sports teams.   Bill was the president of the First Congregational Church of 

Verona and Linda, a retired professor at William Paterson University, became the Chairperson of the Faculty Senate, 

then the President of the AFT.  She is presently a trustee of the Historical Society.

They  both retired five years ago and moved to Cedar Grove where they have devoted themselves to reviving the 

historic gardens of the Morgan Farm.  Last year they started a pumpkin patch, which produced 50 saleable pumpkins 

that were sold at the annual pumpkin and apple sale in October.  They continue to use their skills and interest  to 

enhance the Morgan Farm and to preserve the heritage of Cedar Grove.

`The Dyes have brought new ideas for the running, maintaining and improving of the museum and gardens.  The 

Historical Society has benefitted and has evolved as an organization because of their input and involvement.
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