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New Jersey Base Ball During 

the Civil War Era: 1855-1870
Presented by John Zinn

Legend has it that base ball (two words in the 

19th century) was invented in 1939 by Abner 

Doubleday in Cooperstown, New York.  In 

fact, the direct ancestor of today’s game 

started in New York City and New Jersey, 

playing an important role in the early days of 

our “national pastime.”  Zinn will discuss 

how New Jersey might be called base ball’s 

“incubator,” how the game developed and 

spread throughout the state and the major 

differences between the game then and now.

John Zinn is an independent historian with 

special interest in the history of baseball as 

well as the Civil War.  John is the author of 

three books including two about the Brooklyn 

Dodgers. 

A Message from the Editor
History goes on forever.  What happens 
today is history tomorrow. For that 
r e a s o n t h e S o c i e t y i s s e e k i n g 
photographs and stories not only about 
our distant past, but also about what 
has happened, ten, five or even a year 
ago.  As you drive around town you 
notice changes in the town all the time.  
It we do not record what is there now, 
it will be lost forever.  For example,  I 
am creating a program for our May 
meeting entitled  “Cedar Grove Then 
and Now.”  I have been hunting for a 
picture of the Dutch House which was 
the precursor to the Friar Tuck. Going 
as far as calling the family of the Dutch 
House owners has  not borne any fruit.  
If anyone out there has a picture would 
you  be kind enough to email me a copy 
at jeanjaeger@optonline.net.  We need 
to keep these kinds of gaps in our 
history from happening.

You can help by sending the Historical 
Society captioned past and present 
pictures or articles that will help us 
preserve our history. Email them to me 
at the email address above or send 
copies  directly to the Historical Society 
at the address in the letterhead.  Don’t 
forget to include your name and 
contact information so we can properly 
thank you.  Let’s keep our history alive!

Thank you,
Jean Jaeger, Editor
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Society Activities

D

Two Scholarships Available

The Society is  pleased to announce that this 

year we will be presenting two $500 

scholarships  to two deserving high school 

seniors who have shown an interest in Cedar 

Grove’s history, volunteered in a Society 

project or event or performed relevant 

community service.  Any high school senior 

residing in Cedar Grove may apply.  Cedar 

Grove High School students may obtain an 

application at the high school guidance  

office.  Students attending other high schools 

may send a request to the Historical Society 

at jeanjaeger@optonline.net or cal l 

973-746-7453.  All applications must be 

received by April 15.  Cedar Grove students 

may turn in their applications at the 

guidance office.  Others should email them to  

the address above or snail mail them to the 

Cedar Grove Historical Society, Box 461, 

Cedar Grove, NJ 07009.

An Easy Way to Donate to the 

Historical Society
As you know, the Cedar Grove Historical  

Society seeks new ways to obtain funding to help 

with the maintenance of the Morgan Museum 

and to help preserve and disseminate 

information about the history of our town.  That 

is  why we joined Care2Share Affinity Program, 

a free service offered by Investors Bank.  As  an 

enrolled member of Care2Share we receive 

quarterly donations, which are based on the 

balances  that our members and supporters  

maintain in the Investors  personal and savings 

accounts. 

Here’s how it works.  When your or anyone you 

know link your Investors Bank accounts to the 

Cedar Grove Historical Society, the bank will 

provide us with quarterly contributions 

equivalent to .25%  on the average balance of all 

personal checking accounts and .15%  on the 

average balance of all personal savings accounts 

(including money market accounts, CDs and 

IRAs).

To learn more about how you can support our 

Society through Care2Share contact Julie 

Ostering at 2JVO@comcast.net or visit your 

nearest Investors Bank.  More information 

about the program has been included with this 

Newsletter.

Organic Farm Stand Opens 

May 14

It’s that time again!! Some of the plants have 

already been planted in greenhouses at Olivito’s 

in Totowa and the Cedar Grove Garden Center.  

Because of the warm weather in November and 

December the volunteers were able to clean up 

the gardens in order to have them ready for the 

new planting season.  Luke Tufaro will build ten 

new raised beds as his  Eagle Scout project and 

some Cedar Grove High School students have 

volunteered to  work in the garden and help at 

the Farm Stand.  Many hands will make our 

garden grow! 

Hope to see all of you on May 14.  Depending on 

the weather, spinach, kale, milkweed, lettuces, 

herbs and bok choy should be available.  And as 

always local honey will be on sale. 

Museum Gets New Furnace

Time had taken its toll on the old boilers in 

the house, so both boilers were replaced by 

new furnaces this winter.  The Township was 

very generous in helping us defray the cost of 

this expensive project.

The security system had also outgrown its 

usefulness, so it had to be updated.  I am 

happy to say the Museum is now not only 

warm, but also safe!
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Cedar Grove:  Then and Now

Marley Mill

The Marley Mill was built as a saw mill in the 

early 1800s by a K. Perry and was located 

downstream from the Bowden cotton mill. A 

dam was built  north of where the railroad  

bridge crosses the Peckman River in order to 

create a large millpond for the saw mill.  

James Marley came to this  country from Ireland 

in 1835 and bought a farm in Cedar Grove.  It 

was his two sons that eventually bought the saw 

mill and ran it until it burned down in the mid- 

1890s. 

The brothers then built a new mill adding 

machinery to make hubs, hames and and spokes 

for wagon wheels. A hub is  the central part of a 

wheel, rotating on an axle from which the spokes 

radiate. Hames are the two curved pieces of iron 

or wood forming or attached to the collar of a 

draft horse to which the straps are attached.  

The cornerstone for the new mill read “Erected 

1896 F.J. Marley”. This mill was destroyed by 

fire around 1900.

Cornerstone for the second Marley Mill

The Peckman River and Its Mills

The Mills

All that remains of the mill is  the wall that 

has stood for over one hundred years 

adjacent to the banks of the Peckman River 

north of the railroad bridge.  

Remains of the second Marley Mill

The cornerstone has its own interesting story.

More than fifteen years ago, Phil Jaeger was 

out with his camera on one of his  many 

journeys in search of the past.  As  he walked 

along Little Falls Road he discovered the 

cornerstone lying on the ground not far from 

the mill wall.  Because there was snow on the 

ground he was  able to fill in the lettering in 

order to be able to see what was written on 

the stone. It is  not known when the 

cornerstone fell out of the wall, but it was a 

piece of Cedar Grove’s history that needed to 

be preserved.  Phil contacted the Township 

and Sam Perelli was later instrumental in 

having the stone moved to Morgan’s Farm 

where it now resides.
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March 23:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

     “The History of Base Ball in New Jersey”

                 Presented by John Zinn

April 27:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

                     “Albert Einstein”

            Presented by Mark Simmons

May 25:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m.

           “Cedar Grove Then and Now”

               Presented by Jean Jaeger

September 28:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

“History and Mysteries of 

 Mills Reservation”

Presented by Helen Fallon

October 26:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.      

“Notable Restaurants and 

            Their  Historic Origins” 

         Presented by Phil Jaeger 

Upcoming Events

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

The website is now linked to the Farm Stand Facebook page.

Meet Our New 

Members

Marilyn and Ken Haas

Joanne and Tom Klemm

Marie and Paul Conti

Marie Powers

Rich Williams and Family

Help Save the Monarch Butterfly

Did you know that the Monarch butterfly is in 

danger. Climate change, the use of herbicides 

and the increasing lack of land for growing  

milkweed has endangered these beautiful 

insects.  Butterflies lay their eggs on milkweed 

and the larvae feed solely on the milkweed plant.  

Without milkweed, Monarch butterflies cannot 

survive.  Why is this important?  Butterflies are 

one of nature’s pollinators.   Plants  need to be 

pollinated in order to produce seeds.  The loss  of 

insects that  pollinate will eventually lead to the 

loss of produce.

How can you help?  Plant milkweed in your 

yard!   Milkweed will be on sale at our Organic 

Farm Stand starting on May 14.  This is a small 

step that each of us can take to help save our 

planet.
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