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General Meeting

April 27, 2016

Cedar Grove Public Library

7:30 p.m.

Einstein:  A One-Man Show
Based on excerpts from the show 

“Einstein: A Stage Portrait”

Presented by Mark Simmons

Local actor Mark Simmons gives this moving and 

humorous one-man presentation about one of the 

world’s most celebrated scientists.  He provides  a 

peek into the personal life and complexities of a 

man who committed his entire life  to science and 

the repercussions that followed.  Follow Einstein’s 

life, from his childhood to bored high school 

drop-out, from young romantic to the winner of 

the 1921 Nobel Peace Prize.  Through anecdotes, 

philosophy, one-liners and at times, painful 

recollections, Einstein talks about his marriages, 

divorce, isolation from society and why.

Mark Simmons has 30 years of experience as a 

seasoned actor, performing in over 50 different 

productions.  Mark is an avid lover of all periods 

of history and specializes in combining his two 

great loves, history and drama.

Performed through permission from The Dramatic 
Publishing Company, P.O. Box 109, 

Woodstock, Ill. 6009
There will be a short business meeting before the 

presentation.

Farm Stand 
Opens May 21

 On Opening day we will 
have assorted lettuces, 
vegetable plants, herb 

plants and
 milkweed plants.

Also

Local
 Raw

Honey

Jams 

Local 
History
Books

Bird-
houses
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Society Activities

D

Tour the Morgan Museum

The Cedar Grove Historical Society offers 

tours of the Morgan Museum to individuals 

and groups.  It is a perfect trip for scout 

troops or other children’s groups.  It is also an 

interesting tour for adult groups.  Tours are 

adjusted to the age of the group.  Learn about 

Cedar Grove’s history with a guided tour of 

the museum any time of the year and in the 

growing season tour our organic garden and 

the barn as well as the grounds around the 

museum.  In order to schedule a tour email 

Julie Ostering at 2JVO@comcast.net or Jean 

Jaeger at jeanjaeger@optonline.net.  You can 

also leave a message on the Historical 

Society’s phone, 973-239-5414.

Support the Society by Joining the 

Care2Share Program
Here’s how it works.  When you or anyone you 

know link your Investors Bank accounts to the 

Cedar Grove Historical Society, the bank will 

provide us with quarterly contributions 

equivalent to .25%  on the average balance of all 

personal checking accounts and .15%  on the 

average balance of all personal savings accounts 

(including money market accounts, CDs and 

IRAs).

To learn more about how you can support our 

Society through Care2Share contact Julie 

Ostering at 2JVO@comcast.net or visit your 

nearest Investors Bank.

Eagle Scout Project

Eagle Scout candidate Luke Tufaro picked 

Morgan’s  Farm for his Eagle Scout project.  His 

group has been busy leveling the beds  and 

building new raised beds.  Luke’s fund-raising 

efforts have funded equipment used to level the 

beds, wood for the beds, and compost.  Through 

his efforts ten new beds have been created  

enabling us to bring you more of our delicious 

local organic  produce.  Thanks  to Luke and his 

hard working group!!

Some of the new raised beds

Picture by Julie Ostering

Green Fair

The Township of Verona and Verona’s Green 

Team will hold an outdoor Green Fair at the 

Verona Civic Center, 600 Bloomfield Avenue, 

on Saturday, May 21, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Their mission is  to raise awareness  of 

environmental issues, sustainability, and to 

showcase the steps people and their 

communities can take to sustain their quality 

of life over the long term.   The Cedar Grove 

Historical Society will have a table at the 

Green Fair selling our local raw honey and 

milkweed plants.  There will be many activities 

at the fair.  For more information go to 

http://www.veronanj.org/sustainableverona.
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Cedar Grove:  Then and Now

The Fire Department

Less than a year after Cedar Grove and Verona 

separated into two distinct towns the Cedar Grove 

Volunteer Fire Department was created. It all  began 

in Samuel Brower’s Barber Shop and Pool Hall that 

was located on the northwest corner of Bradford 

Avenue and Pompton Avenue.  This was a place 

where it was customary for residents of Cedar 

Grove to meet and discuss the Township’s activities.   

Eleven gentleman met there in 1908 to discuss the 

problem of fires in the town.  Andrew Jackson 

Taylor’s suggestion that a bucket brigade be formed 

was met with approval by those in attendance.   

Meetings were held  and with the cooperation of the 

Cedar Grove Improvement Association, which had 

been formed in 1906,  Cedar Grove Fire Company 

No. 1 was formed.  The company was formally 

organized on May 18, 1908.  Louis A. Captain, Sr. 

was elected Foreman or Chief at that first meeting.  

Captain was a blacksmith who operated his shop at 

452 Pompton Avenue.

Several problems needed to be solved. First, the 

company needed a place to meet and to house the 

equipment that would have to be purchased.  A 

Fireman’s Committee met with the Board of 

Education and obtained permission to meet and  to 

store some of its equipment in the Pompton Avenue 

School. Secondly an alarm system was needed.  The 

organization met with what was then the Cedar 

Grove Congregational Church and were given 

permission to use the church bell.  A special rope 

was attached to the bell for this purpose.

One of the first pumpers purchased by Cedar Grove Fire 
Company No.1

 The company’s first  fire vehicle was built in 

1908 by Andrew Orr, a local blacksmith.  It was a 

hand-pulled two-wheeled vehicle that carried 

only ladders and buckets.    In 1911 Orr built a 

four-wheeled hand-pulled and hand-operated 

pumper.  The first piece of equipment purchased 

was the Excelsior double action hand operated 

eight-man pump shown in the picture below.  

This is now on display in the Firemen’s Museum  

in Boonton. 

When the Public Hall was completed in 1911 the 

fire company moved its equipment into the 

basement of the building.

Two of the first motorized trucks used by 
Company No. 1.

C e d a r G ro v e F i re C o m p a n y N o . 1 w a s 

incorporated on May 12, 1911.  The Cedar Grove 

Local Fireman’s Relief Association was organized 

and chartered  March 23, 1912, authorized by the 

New Jersey State  Fireman’s Association.

The fire company held a fireman’s picnic on the 

grounds of the Public Hall on August 10, 1911.  

The purpose of the picnic was to raise funds to 

purchase uniforms.  The picnic was such a success 

that it was held  for a number of years after. In 

August, 2013, Cedar Grove Fire Company No.1 

received uniforms for forty members.  When the 

Municipal Building was completed in 1929, 

Company No. 1 was given a permanent home.
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April 27:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

                     “Albert Einstein”

            Presented by Mark Simmons

May 21:  Farm Stand Opens 9 a.m.-1 p.m

                The Farm Stand will be open each                 

               Saturday from 9 a.m to 1 p.m.   until                                 

 the end of October.

May 21:  Verona Green Fair at the Verona  

 Civic Center  11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

May 25:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m.

                 “Cedar Grove Then and Now”

                  Presented by Jean Jaeger

September 28:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

“History and Mysteries of 

 Mills Reservation”

Presented by Helen Fallon

October 26: General Meeting 7:30 p.m.   

   “Notable Restaurants and 

            Their  Historic Origins”

         Presented by Phil Jaeger 

Upcoming Events

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

The website is now linked to the Farm Stand Facebook page.

Meet Our New Members

Duane and Cassie Cosby

Have you renewed your 
membership?

We will miss you if you 
don’t!!!

Did You Know?

The following article is from a 1913 booklet issued 

by the Cedar Grove Improvement Association in 

order to entice people to move to Cedar Grove. 

To prospective residents of Cedar Grove, the weary, 

care-worn, city-tired apartment dwellers, enslaved 

by brick walls, sun-baked streets and smoke-choked 

air-- 

Greetings and Welcome

Cedar Grove, as charming, pretty and rustic as its 

euphonious name implies, invites you all to share 

its health-giving climate, its noiseless surroundings, 

its natural attractions and its congenial social 

environment.  This book, issued not in the interests 

of any real estate agent, owner or speculator, but 

only to make known to the imprisoned city flat-

dwellers, the comfort, economy, and moral and 

physical advantages of suburban residence, is 

published by the Cedar Grove Improvement 

Association, an organization working unselfishly 

for the civic and physical betterment of the 

community.
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