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General Meeting 
February 28, 2018 

Cedar Grove Public Library 
7:30 p.m.

Have You Visited the 
Morgan Museum Lately? 

Progressive Parks for a 
Progressive Era: 

The Essex County Park System 
1910-1920 

Presented by Kathy Kauhl 
Take a look inside the Essex County Park 
System at a time of dramatic growth and 
change.  This period was defined by Thomas 
Edison’s experiments, the proliferation of 
automobile travel and the First World War.  
Learn how these events and others impacted 
the parks during the decade and into the 
future. 

Kathy Kauhl is the Archive Specialist for the 
Essex County Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Cultural Affairs. 

There will be a short business meeting before the program.

Looking for something interesting to do 
during the long cold months.  Plan a visit to 
the Morgan Museum and learn about the 
people who occupied the house and about 
Cedar Grove’s history.  A tour guide will be 
available to show you through the museum.  
This is a great place for groups, both young 
and old to visit.  Tours can be adjusted for 
children or adults.  Brownie troops, Boy 
Scout troops, school classes are all welcome. 

During the fall, winter and spring the 
museum is open by appointment.  It is also 
open every Saturday morning from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. from the end of May until the end 
of October.  No appointments are needed 
during this period.  To schedule an 
appointment, email  jean Jaeger  at 
jeanjaeger@optonline.net or Julie Ostering 
at 2JVO@comcast.net or leave a message at 
973-239-5414. 

Verona Park c. 1910
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Society Activities

Another Successful Holiday 
Open House!

The Society held its annual  
holiday open house on Sunday, 
December 3, and the Essex County 
Historic House Holiday Tour on 
Saturday, December 2.  The 
Board wishes to thank all of the 
many volunteers who helped to 

Thank you to the students from 
Mount Saint Dominic Academy 
who helped decorate the museum.

Thank you to Coqui Designs of 
Cedar Grove for the lovely floral 
decorations.

Thank you to the Cedar Grove 
High School choral students and 
their teacher, Jennifer Jessen-
Foose, who sang so beautifully for 
our guests. 

Thank you to Jeff Kunick who 
entertained our guests by playing 
holiday music on our antique 
organ. 

Thank you to all who attended the 
open house and to those who 
brought treats for everyone to 
enjoy. 

And a special thanks to our Board 
members for their tireless work 
throughout the year and for 
hostessing this lovely affair.

Need Honey? 
The Farm Stand is not open in the winter, but 
never fear, honey is still available along with 
local history books all year long.  Just contact 
Julie Ostering at 2JVO@comcast.net or 
201-247-0678.
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Cedar Grove:  Then and Now 
Notable Cedar Grovers 

Arthur Wynne 

across and down.  Wynne then created a 
larger and more complex grid and 
provided clues instead of words.  This first 
puzzle was in the shape of a diamond with 
an empty space in the middle. The puzzle 
debuted in the New York World on 
December 21, 1913.  Wynne’s new puzzle, a 
“word-cross,” was an immediate success.  A 
few weeks later a typesetter inadvertently 
reversed the words in the title of the new 
puzzle to “crossword,” and the rest is 
history.  The crossword puzzle is now 
enjoyed by millions of fans everyday.  
Today there  are crossword clubs, 
competitions, tournaments as well as 
crossword books aplenty.

Arthur Wynne was born on June 22, 1871, 
in Liverpool, England.  His father was the 
editor of the local newspaper, the Liverpool 
Mercury. On June 6, 1891, when Wynne was 
nineteen years old he emigrated to the 
United States with his friend Edgar 
Wilford. Wynne lived for a time in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he worked 
at the Pittsburgh Press newspaper.  He also 
played the violin in the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra.  

Wynne eventually moved to New York City  
to take a job with the New York World where 
his friend Edgar Wilford also worked.  
Wynne  was the chief editorial writer and 
Wilford the chief color artist.  Both Wynne 
and Wilford eventually moved to Cedar 
Grove and built homes on Cedar Street.  
They commuted together each day to their 
jobs in New York City by catching the train 
in Upper Montclair. 

Once a week as part of his editorial duties 
Wynne created a page of a puzzles for the 
Fun section of the Sunday edition.  Wynne 
was asked by his editor to create a new 
“mental exercise” for the page.  He recalled 
a puzzle from his childhood called ‘Magic 
Squares” in which the solver was given a 
group of words that had to be arranged so 
their letters would read the same way 

Arthur Wynne later moved from Cedar 
Grove to Mountain Lakes and eventually 
to Clearwater, Florida, where he passed 
away on January 14, 1945.



 Cedar	Grove	Historical	Society	
973-239-5414	

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org	

Can?ield/Morgan	House	-	Home	of	the	Morgan	Museum	
Open	by	appointment.	

Call	973-239-5414	or	email	jeanjaeger@optonline.net	to	
arrange	an	individual	tour	or	group	tour.	

General	 Meetings	 are	 held	 on	 the	 fourth	 Wednesday	 of	
September,	 October,	 February,	March,	 April	 and	May.	 	 The	
meetings	 are	held	 at	 the	 Cedar	Grove	 Library	 on	Pompton	
Avenue	unless	otherwise	noted	and	begin	at	7:30	p.m.	

																								Of?icers																																											Trustees																																																																												
President:													Julie	Ostering										Eileen	Bogdanowicz																			
Vice	President:		Cindie	Newkirk							Merrily	La	Scala					
Secretary:													Jean	Jaeger																Rose	Marie	Partington	
Treasurer:											Tom	Dispenzere						Janet	Spong					
																																																																																																		

Newsletter	editor,	Jean	Jaeger,	can	be	reached	at	
jeanjaeger@optonline.net		

Comments	and	story	suggestions	gratefully	accepted.																									

2018 
February 28:  General Meeting: “Progressive 

Parks for a Progressive Era: The Essex 
County Park System 1910-1920”  
presented by  Kathy Kauhl 

March 28:  General Meeting:  “Colonial Paper 
Money”  presented by Ray Williams 

April 25:  General Meeting:  “Upper Montclair 
Historic Business District” presented by 
Helen Fallon 

May 23:  General Meeting:  “The Caldwell 
Railway”  presented by Phil Jaeger 

May 28:  Farm Stand Opens 
September 26: General Meeting:  

“New Jersey and World War I”  
presented by John Zinn 

October:    Pumpkin and Apple Sale begins on 
the first weekend in October 

October 24:  General Meeting:  “Cedar Grove 
Notables”  presented by Jean Jaeger 

Upcoming Events  

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org. 

Visit our Farm Stand page at www.facebook.com/MorganFarmStand . 

Did You Know

• Cedar Grove and Verona were once part of the 
Township of Caldwell. 

• The name Cedar Grove was used because the 
valley and hillsides were thickly covered with 
cedar trees. 

• Cedar Grove was officially incorporated on 
April 9, 1908. 

• The first mayor of Cedar Grove was Lewis G. 
Bowden. 

• The Peckman River runs through Cedar Grove 
and at one time supported several mills. 

• At one time Cedar Grove had three train 
stations.  Now there are none. 

JANUARY IS MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL TIME! 

Did you receive your renewal letter at 
the beginning of January? Your 

membership is important to us and we 
hope that you renew  as soon as you 

can.  Don’t put that letter aside and let 
it get lost in your to-do pile.   

If you are a new member who joined 
the Society in October, November or 
December, your membership is good 

until 2019. 

Ask a friend to join!

What is It? 
This item can be seen at 
the Morgan Museum.  
Do you know what it is.  
If not the answer will 
be revealed in the 
March edition of the 
Newsletter.
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