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!an$eld-Morgan House - Home of %e Morgan Museu&

903 Pomp"n Avenue  P.O. Box 461  Cedar Grove, New Jerse'
973-239-5414 - www.cedargrovehis"ricalsocie#.or(

   )here %e Past is Presen*

November/December 2015
If a meeting is cancelled, there will be a recorded message at 973-239-5414.

+e Board of Direc"rs of %, 
!edar Grove His"rical Socie- 

)ishes our Members an. 
/riends a Joyous Holida' 

0eason!!

1ou are Invi2d  
+e Cedar Grove His"rica3 
0ocie#4s Holiday Open Hous,
0unday, December 6, 2015

2-4 p.m.
5organ Museu&

908 Pomp"n Avenu,
!edar Grove, NJ

+e Cedar Grove High Schoo3 
!horal Students wi6 en2rtain us. 

7ecora8ons compliments o9 
!oqui Design:

Join us for an af2rnoon of ;n!! 

<mail jeanjaeger@optonline.net or call 

973-746-7453 " let us know if you wi6 b, 

b r ing ing a ho l iday t reat to share .  

=e>eshments should be $nger foods such a: 
?ookies, brownies, or o%er $nger foods..

Essex County Historical 

Holiday House Tour

The Morgan Museum will be part of 

the Essex County Holiday House Tour 

again this year.  Tours of the museum 

will be held on Saturday, December 5, 

and Sunday, December 6,

from 1-4 p.m.

mailto:jeanjaeger@optonline.net
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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Society Activities

D

Newly Elected 

Board of Directors Members

The Farm Stand officially closed on October 31, but 

because there was still  some lettuce growing we 

were able to open for an hour on the first two 

Saturdays in November.  It was a very successful 

year thanks to our returning customers and the 

many new customers who came to the stand. 

Like any project of this magnitude, it takes the 

helping hands of many volunteers. The Historical 

Society is  grateful to all of the volunteers who 

helped in the garden and at the Farm Stand.  

Special thanks go to the following people who put in 

hours of their own time helping in the garden and/

or working at the stand:  Janine Lodetti, Kerry 

Hewitt, Carlos Gonzalez, Mike Scarpa, Joe Lynch, 

Amy Rickert, Jackie Garner, John Bullough, 

Barbara Bullough, Connie Seugling, Julia Capueno, 

Emily Peterman, Linda Salazar, Emily Kearns, Amy 

Abajian, Sam Nilan, Pat Mullen Jr., David Mullen, 

Chris Vega and Tom Hewitt .  Thank you also to Ted 

Cox and the Cedar Grove Garden Center for the 

use of their greenhouses to start the seeds in the 

spring.

Two very special people deserve our thanks for all 

they have done to make this project successful.  

Without them there would be no organic garden 

and no Farm Stand.  John Ostering is the brains 

and the brawn behind this project. He has spent 

untold hours learning about organic gardening, 

designing the fields and co-ordinating the work that 

needs to be done. From March through November  

most of John’s spare time is spent on matters that 

have to do with the garden.  Julie Ostering supports 

John by co-ordinating the Farm Stand.  She makes 

sure  there are volunteers to help at the stand and to 

give tours of the museum.  Julie also spends every 

Saturday working at the stand.  John and Julie, 

there is no way to thank both of you enough for all 

of the time and effort you have put in on behalf of 

the Historical Society.  We appreciate all you have 

done and all that you plan to do.  You are both an 

inspiration to all of us!

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!

   Cindie Newkirk
Vice President

Tom Dispenzere 
Treasurer

Trustees

Peter Nilan Rose Marie 
Partington

Janet Spong

Another Successful Year at the 

Farm Stand
Getting Ready for Next Year

Even before the Farm Stand closed this year, 

John Ostering was planning for next year.   He 

applied for and was given another grant from 

Partners for Health.  This is  the third year that 

the organization has granted the Society $5000 

for the garden.  The money will be used to 

build more raised beds and to purchase better 

organic fertilizer.

John is  always looking to expand the varieties 

of produce in the garden.  Two of the items he 

planted this fall are asparagus and rhubarb.  

These perennial plants will be in limited supply 

next year, but the supply will increase in the 

following years.  

Asparagus and 

rhubarb are 

coming to 

Morgan’s 

Farm Stand!



Cedar Grove:  Then and Now

 The Peckman River and Its Mills

The Mills

The Snuff Mill

By the end of the 1800s the mill was being used to 

make snuff, which is a smokeless tobacco product 

made from ground or pulverized tobacco leaves.  

It is “snuffed” into the nose delivering a swift hit 

of nicotine.  Snuff was thought  to relieve colds, 

cure headaches and eliminate nasal congestion.  

Legend says that you could not walk by the Snuff 

Mill without sneezing.  In 1927 the mill caught fire 

and the firemen used water from the Peckman 

River to extinguish the blaze.  In 1940 the town 

purchased the mill and surrounding land to be 

used for recreational purposes.  The millpond was 

filled in with dirt from the construction site of 

Community Church.  A tennis court was later built 

on the site.

Noah Sayre of Cedar Grove and John Personette of 

Verona initially built a mill on the Peckman River in 

1790 for their tanning and currying business.  

Tanning is the process of converting rawhide  into 

leather and currying is the process of soaking or 

coloring  the tanned hides.   The business was so 

successful that they built another mill, which  later 

became the Snuff Mill, for the sawing of wood and 

grinding of bark.  The bark was ground into a 

powder and used to tan rawhide. Mr. Sayre stayed in 

business until  1830 when he retired.  The mill lay 

dormant until it was revitalized during the Civil 

War in order to make woolen blankets for the Union 

soldiers.

The Snuff Mill  is shown with  a waterwheel known as a 
breast wheel. A pipe  would bring water from the 
Peckman River breast high to the waterwheel.  The 
water would fill buckets on the  wheel and the  weight of 
the  water in the buckets would turn the wheel in order  
to produce the power for the mill.

After the Civil Way  the mill was again being used as 

a bark mill and was known as “Seth Allen’s Bark 

Mill.”  Much of the ground bark from both Mr. 

Sayre’s business and Mr. Allen’s business  was sent to 

Newark where, thanks to Seth Boyden, the leather 

business flourished. By 1870 nearly 90 percent of the 

nation’s leather was produced in Newark.  Leather 

products includinig saddles, harnesses and shoes 

were produced in the city. 

The  millpond for the  snuff mill  was created by 
damming the Peckman River.

The tennis courts are on Little  Falls  Road just north 
of Devil’s Hole.
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December 5:  Essex County Historic 

                     House Tour  2-4 p.m.

December 6:  Historical Society Holiday

                        Open House 2-4 p.m.

                  
February 24:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

“New Jersey Lighthouses and 

      Life-Saving Stations”

      Presented by David Veasy

March 23:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

     “The History of Baseball in New Jersey”

             Presented by John Zinn

April 27:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

                     “Albert Einstein”

            Presented by Mark Simmons

May 25:  General Meeting  7:30

           “Cedar Grove Then and Now”

               Presented by Jean Jaeger

September 28:  General Meeting 7:30

“History and Mysteries of 

 Mills Reservation”

Presented by Helen Fallon

October 26:  General Meeting 7:30          

   “Remember When” 

 Presented by Phil Jaeger 

Upcoming Events

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

The website is now linked to the Farm Stand Facebook page.

Did You Know?

Meet Our New Members

Gretchen Erdman

Marjorie Futornick

Do you know what was happening in Cedar 

Grove in 1941?  Below are a list of articles that 

were published in the local paper that year.

1. Emergency Defense program was started.

2.  “Movie Queen” was received by the town in 

festivities given by the Rescue Squad.

3. The town tax rate was $3.78

4. The Post Office adopted new evening hours.  It 

was open until 7:30.

5. The A&P grocery store was closed.

6. The Elmwood Tavern burned.

7. Defense stamps went on sale at the Post Office.

8. The Red Cross Sewing Group, the Defense 

Council and Home Nursing Courses were 

started.

9. Fifteen students from Cedar Grove  graduated 

from Bloomfield High School, nine of whom 

received prizes.

10. The eleventh Civic Flower Show was held.

11. Sunnyview Park homes were built at the 

corner of Ridge Road and Pompton Avenues.

12. The first letter of thanks from a serviceman 

was received by The Observer.
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