
   Cedar Grove Historical Society       
Canfield-Morgan House - Home of the Morgan Museum

903 Pompton Avenue  P.O. Box 461  Cedar Grove, New Jersey
973-239-5414 - www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org

   Where the Past is Present

March 2018

General Meeting 
March 28, 2018 

Cedar Grove Public Library 
7:30 p.m.

Historic Upper Montclair 
Business District 

Presented by Helen Fallon 

The presentation will feature a slide show 
about the Historic Upper Montclair Business 
District chronicling the development of the area 
from a rural settlement in the 1880s to a 
burgeoning suburban town in the 1930s.  
Historical facts, some architectural notes, 
neighborhood lore, and plenty of “then and 
now” comparison photos will be incorporated. 

This program was developed by Helen Fallon,  
a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Montclair History Center and Lisanne Renner, 
Historian of the Friends of Anderson Park.  
The program will be presented by Helen 
Fallon. 

There will be a short business meeting before the program.

Many Hands  
Make Light Work

As we prepare for the upcoming farm season let 
us take a moment to look back at last season and 
to the people who made it such a success.  The 
organic gardens and the farm stand would not 
exist without the many volunteers who give 
tirelessly of their time and talents to make it a 
success.  From working in the garden, to 
manning the farm stand, to giving tours of the  
museum the people, named below deserve our 
heartfelt thanks for all they do.  Special thanks 
go to  John and Julie Ostering without whom the 
gardens and farm stand would not exist. 

A big thanks for all your hard work and 
generous gift of your time goes to: 

Amy Adams, Devyn Bevi laqua, Ei leen 
Bogdanowicz, Susan Burgio, Barbara Ross, John 
Bullough, Nancy Cabelles, Diane Ceccacci, 
Virginia Citrano Mary Deagun, Alyssa De 
Simone, Tom Dispenzere, Jane Flynn, Jill 
Gandossi, Jackie Garner, Lynn Gebacz, Dorothy 
Goeller, Christine Gurriere, Wendy Hartmen, 
Kerry Hewitt, Jean Jaeger, Jeff Kunick, Andrea 
Lauckner, Lily Locke, Noelle Maladorno, Cheryl 
Nardino, Cindie Newkirk, Mike O’Donnell, Rose 
Marie Partington, Amy Rickert, Constance 
Seugling, Mia Sinks and Janet Spong.
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Society Activities

Need Honey? 
The Farm Stand is not open in the winter, but 
never fear, honey and local history books are  
available all year long.  Just contact Julie 
O s t e r i n g a t 2 J V O @ c o m c a s t . n e t o r 
201-247-0678.

Meet our New Members 
Joe and Ruth Bollo 

Andrea Lauckner 

Thomas and Robin Renwick 

The Ruggiero Family 

Cleaning Out Your Garage? 
Are you getting ready for spring by cleaning out 
your garage or toolshed?  Before you throw 
things, away the Historical Society is in need of 
three items, a 5-6 foot wooden stepladder to be 
used for display purposes at the farm stand, gas 
backpack leaf blower and a riding lawn mower.  
If you have any of the items and would like to 
donate them to the society, please contact Julie 
Ostering at 2JVO@comcast.net or 973-857-1968.

Kathy Kauhl Speaks at 
Historical Society Meeting

Approximately forty people were in attendance 
at the Historical Society’s February General 
meeting to hear Kathy Kauhl, Archive 
Specialist for the Essex County Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs, speak 
about the growth of the Essex County Park 
System from 1910 to 1920. Using PowerPoint, 
Kathy was able to share pictures of the parks as 
they were being developed and expanded.  The 
program was followed by a question and answer 
session.  

Farm Stand Opens May 26!

Need a little spring?  Well the indoor seeding has 
begun and if Mother Nature cooperates, the 
Farm Stand should be ready to open on Saturday,  
May 26, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.  As in the past the 
stand will be open each Saturday until the end of 
October.

The storm on March 2 knocked a tree down on the 
property. It barely missed the house and knocked 
down a lamppost outside the back door.  The Township 
came the following day to clear away the fallen tree.
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Cedar Grove:  Then and Now 
Notable Cedar Grovers 
Allen Balcom Du Mont 

Allen Balcom Du Mont was born in Brooklyn, 
New York, on January 29, 1901.  At the age of 
ten he was stricken with polio and was 
quarantined in his home for nearly a year.  It 
was during this time that Allen developed his 
interest in science from the books and 
magazines his father brought home for him to 
read.  He was especially interested in wireless 
radio communication, and taught himself Morse 
code.  His father also bought him a crystal radio 
receiver which he assembled and reassembled 
several times, improving it each time.  He later 
built a transmitter and his father received 
permission from the landlord to erect a 30-foot-
high receiving antenna on the roof.  During this 
recuperation period Allen was also advised to 
swim to strengthen his legs.  For this reason the 
family moved to Montclair in 1914 because 
there was a YMCA with a pool where Allen 
could swim all year-round. In 1915,  at the age 
of 14, Du Mont became the youngest American 
to obtain a first class commercial radio 
operator’s license.  Du Mont graduated from 
Montclair High School in 1919 and then 
attended Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. After 
graduat ion Du Mont worked for the 
Westinghouse Lamp Company in Bloomfield. 
He eventually went to work for Lee De Forest, a 
radio pioneer, where he was very successful in 
improving radio tube production.  Du Mont 
then turned his attention to  television tubes.

During this work he realized the need for a 
longer lasting cathode ray tube.  He went to De 
Forest to request money for the project but 
was turned down.  Du Mont resigned his job 
and started his own company, Du Mont 
Laboratories which was located in the garage 
of  the home he had bought with his wife Ethel 
on Bradford Way in Cedar Grove.  It was in 
their garage where he was able to develop a 
long lasting cathode ray tube that went on to 
revolutionize television.

Allen B. Du Mont, seen wearing a suit, in the garage of 
his Bradford Way home.  The cathode ray tubes he was 
developing can be seen on the left.

Du Mont’s company soon outgrew his garage 
and he moved the operation to Upper 
Montclair and later to Passaic. In 1938 Du 
Mont marketed the first fully electronic 
television.  On May 2, 1944, the television 
station, WABD which was named from Du 
Mont’s initials, received its commercial 
license.  Later that year the station was 
assigned to on Channel 5 in New York City.  
Du Mont built a laboratory on the top of First 
Mountain in Cedar Grove off of Bradford 
Avenue, not far from his Bradford Way home, 
where he experimented with a type of radar.  
He later built a large home next to his 
laboratory where he moved with his family. 
Allen Du Mont died on November 14, 1965, 
and is buried in Mt. Hebron Cemetery in 
Upper Montclair. 
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Can?ield/Morgan	House	-	Home	of	the	Morgan	Museum	
Open	by	appointment.	

Call	973-239-5414	or	email	jeanjaeger@optonline.net	to	
arrange	an	individual	tour	or	group	tour.	

General	 Meetings	 are	 held	 on	 the	 fourth	 Wednesday	 of	
September,	 October,	 February,	 March,	 April	 and	 May.	 	 The	
meetings	 are	 held	 at	 the	 Cedar	 Grove	 Library	 on	 Pompton	
Avenue	unless	otherwise	noted	and	begin	at	7:30	p.m.	

																								Of?icers																																											Trustees																																																																												
President:													Julie	Ostering										Eileen	Bogdanowicz																			
Vice	President:		Cindie	Newkirk							Merrily	La	Scala					
Secretary:													Jean	Jaeger																Rose	Marie	Partington	
Treasurer:											Tom	Dispenzere						Janet	Spong					
																																																																																																		

Newsletter	editor,	Jean	Jaeger,	can	be	reached	at	
jeanjaeger@optonline.net		

Comments	and	story	suggestions	gratefully	accepted.																									

2018 
March 28:  General Meeting:  “Upper Montclair 

Historic Business District” presented by 
Helen Fallon 

April 25:  General Meeting:  “The Bellevue 
Theater:  Fade to Black or Double 
Feature?” presented by Lisanne Renner 

May 23:  General Meeting:  “The Caldwell 
Railway”  presented by Phil Jaeger 

May 26:  Farm Stand Opens 
September 26: General Meeting:  

“New Jersey and World War I”  
presented by John Zinn 

October:    Pumpkin and Apple Sale begins on 
the first weekend in October 

October 24:  General Meeting:  “Cedar Grove 
Notables”  presented by Jean Jaeger 

Upcoming Events  

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org. 

Visit our Farm Stand page at www.facebook.com/MorganFarmStand . 

What is It? 
It is an apple press used 
to make apple juice or 
apple cider.

Do You Know the Difference 
Between a Bridge and a Trestle?

Trestles and bridges allow vehicles and people to cross 
over rivers, ravines and roads.

 A bridge, like this one over Pompton Avenue, is a 
horizontal structure supported at each of its ends, as 
exemplified by a dental bridge. 

A trestle, like this one that once existed over the Peckman 
River, has supports throughout its entire length.
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