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   Where the Past is Present

April 2018

General Meeting 
April 25, 2018 

Cedar Grove Public Library 
7:30 p.m.

The Bellevue Theater:  Fade to 
Black or Double Feature? 

Presented by Lisanne Renner 

The PowerPoint program will chronicle the 
Bellevue Theater’s development, explore how 
Montclair came to have three major movie 
houses operating at once and what the future 
might hold for the Bellevue as it nears its 
centennial.  From the days of silent movies to 
digital projectors, the Bellevue has played a 
prominent cultural role in Montclair  and is an 
architectural anchor of the Upper Montclair 
Business District. 

Lisanne Renner is the Historian for the  
Friends of Anderson Park. 

There will be a short business meeting before the program.

Cedar Grove Historical Society 
to Celebrate its  

Fiftieth Anniversary
In November of 1968 the Cedar Grove 
Historical Society held its first General 
Meeting.  In the year preceding this meeting 
much planning was done in order to create 
the organization.  In the this issue and 
following issues we will learn about the 
presidents of the Society who have been 
instrumental in making the society the vital 
organization it is today. 

Our Founder 
F. Leslie Jacobus

In December of 1967, Leslie Jacobus gathered 
a few prominent Cedar Grove residents at his 
home to talk about starting a historical 
society.  Having grown up in Essex County, 
Mr. Jacobus loved to reminisce about the old 
days when this area was mostly farmland.  
Leslie and his wife, Mildred, lived in an 
eighteenth-century house on the northwest 
corner of Brunswick Road and Pompton 
Avenue.   The first meeting of the Society took 
place in November 1968, in Mr. Jacobus’s 
home. In 1970, the Society was incorporated 
as an educational, not-for-profit organization.  
In 1976, Mr. Jacobus edited the publication 
Early Cedar Grove.    That year he was elected 
Grand Marsha l l o f the townsh ip ’s 
Anniversary Parade and was appointed Town 
Historian on July 7, 1980, by the Town 
Council. Mr. Jacobus passed away on 
December 2, 1991, at the age of 92. 
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Society Activities

Need Honey? 
The Farm Stand is not open in the winter, but 
never fear, honey and local history books are  
available all year long.  Just contact Julie 
Ostering at 2JVO@comcast.net or 201-247-0678.

Cleaning Out Your Garage? 
Are you getting ready for spring by cleaning 
out your garage or toolshed?  Before you throw 
things away, the Historical Society is in need of 
a few  items: a 5-6 foot wooden stepladder to be 
used for display purposes at the farm stand; gas 
backpack leaf blower; a riding lawn mower and 
five gallon or larger Igloo style coolers.  If you 
have any of these items and would like to 
donate them to the society, please contact Julie 
O s t e r i n g a t 2 J V O @ c o m c a s t . n e t o r 
973-857-1968.

Upper Montclair Business 
District Discussed at March 

Meeting

Helen Fallon, a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Montclair History Center, gave a 
very informative presentation at the March 
General Meeting of the Society.  Helen showed 
many now and then pictures showing the 
changes that have taken place in the area from 
the 1880s to the present. She showed us the 
original plans for the shopping area along 
Valley Road and how the area was finally 
developed.  Helen also pointed out some of the 
historic buildings that still exist in the area.  
After the presentation she answered the many 
questions that were posed to her.  We thank 
Helen for a very informative and entertaining 
evening.

Farm Stand Update
Mother Nature can’t keep a good farmer and his 
helpers down. During the month of March, 
planting was done at the Cedar Grove Garden 
Center, the beds were cleaned up, repairs were 
done to the fences and trellises damaged by the 
winter storms, and planting began in the fields.   
The peas are already in the ground and growing 
nicely. Also planted were blueberry bushes, 
raspberry bushes, goji berries, kale, lettuce, onions, 
spinach and arugula. Over the winter months John 
Ostering designed some new cutting boards and 
also made wooden bowls, all of which will be on 
sale at the Farm Stand when it opens on May 26. 

Save the Date 
Mark Saturday, August 11, on your calendar. 
The Historical Society will host “Farm Day” on 
that day from 1 until 4 p.m.  We will have 
animals, food and tours of the organic gardens.  
More information will be forthcoming as the 
date draws nearer.  In case of inclement 
weather, Sunday, August 12, has been set as the 
rain date.

The peas are in the ground!

Corrections 

The editor offers her apologies to Emma 
Adams and  Maya Deogun whose names were 
incorrect in the list of Farm Stand volunteers 
in the March issue of the Newsletter.
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Cedar Grove:  Then and Now 
Notable Cedar Grovers 

The Mack Triplets 

The Mack Triplets, Eileen, LaVerne and 
Charlotte McAuliffe, were born in Baltimore, 
Maryland and grew up in Washington, D.C.  
The Mack Triplets was the professional name 
for the singing group, but they were not triplets.  
In reality, Eileen was the oldest sister and 
Charlotte the youngest. The sisters first 
launched their professional career in 1943 at a 
nightclub in a tough Brooklyn neighborhood.  
In an interview in 1997, Charlotte  recalled that 
the audience was more interested in  drinking 
than their performance.  They were paid $15 in 
total, out of which they had to pay the agent’s 
fee. 

In 1944 they performed on Phil Spitalny’s Hour 
of Charm radio show.  Mr. Spitalny was known 
for his all girl orchestra, thought to be the first 
of its kind.  The Mack Triplets also toured with 
the orchestra.   

The sisters also performed at the Latin Quarter 
where Ed Sullivan was master of ceremonies.  
The show was televised over the Du Mont 
Television network.  Many years later Ed 
Sullivan wrote that this was his first televised 
show, not the “Toast of the Town”.  Following 
the Ed Sullivan Show the Mack Triplets had a 
three week gig at Slapsie Maxies in Hollywood 
with Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis who 
performed in that first Sullivan show.

Other performances during the group’s 
fifteen-year career included playing the 
London Palladium with Tony Martin, 
performing in stage shows in the Loews 
theater chain and opening the 6,000 seat 
Paramount Theater in New York City in 1945.  
The Mack Triplets also made several 
recordings, the most popular ones being 
recorded in Australia. 

A Mack Triplet recording called  
“Climbing Some Other High Hill” 

While still performing each of the sisters met 
her future husband, Eileen married Phil 
Ferrara and settled in Cedar Grove, LaVerne 
married Irwin Albert and also settled in 
Cedar Grove, while Charlotte married Harry 
Harlicki, a member of the Phil Harmonicas, 
and settled in Pennsylvania.  The sisters 
continued to perform after they were 
married.  Their performing career lasted 
fifteen years. 

LaVerne passed away in 1988 and Eileen in 
2013 after residing in Cedar Grove for 57 
years.  Charlotte is still alive and lives with 
her husband in Lady Lake, Florida.  She is in 
her late 80s. 

Thank you to Society member James Herster for some of the 
information used in this article.



 Cedar	Grove	Historical	Society	
973-239-5414	

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org	

Can?ield/Morgan	House	-	Home	of	the	Morgan	Museum	
Open	by	appointment.	

Call	973-239-5414	or	email	jeanjaeger@optonline.net	to	
arrange	an	individual	tour	or	group	tour.	

General	 Meetings	 are	 held	 on	 the	 fourth	 Wednesday	 of	
September,	 October,	 February,	 March,	 April	 and	 May.	 	 The	
meetings	 are	 held	 at	 the	 Cedar	 Grove	 Library	 on	 Pompton	
Avenue	unless	otherwise	noted	and	begin	at	7:30	p.m.	

																								Of?icers																																											Trustees																																																																												
President:													Julie	Ostering										Eileen	Bogdanowicz																			
Vice	President:		Cindie	Newkirk							Merrily	La	Scala					
Secretary:													Jean	Jaeger																Rose	Marie	Partington	
Treasurer:											Tom	Dispenzere						Janet	Spong					
																																																																																																		

Newsletter	editor,	Jean	Jaeger,	can	be	reached	at	
jeanjaeger@optonline.net		

Comments	and	story	suggestions	gratefully	accepted.																									

April 25:  General Meeting:  “The Bellevue 
Theater:  Fade to Black or Double 
Feature?” presented by Lisanne Renner 

May 19:  Verona Green Fair 11 a.m to 4 p.m         
Verona Civic Center Square  

              Rain Date May 20 
May 23:  General Meeting:  “The Caldwell 

Railway”  presented by Phil Jaeger 
May 26:  Farm Stand Opens 
August 11:  “Farm Day” 
September 26: General Meeting:  

“New Jersey and World War I”  
presented by John Zinn 

October:    Pumpkin and Apple Sale begins on the 
first weekend in October 

October 24:  General Meeting:  “Cedar Grove 
Notables”  presented by Jean Jaeger 

Upcoming Events  

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org. 

Visit our Farm Stand page at www.facebook.com/MorgansFarmStand . 

Interested in Native Plants? 
Visit Caldwell College May 12, at 1 p.m., when 
Doug Tallemy will discuss his new book 
“Bringing Nature Home.” The program is 
sponsored by the Caldwell and West Caldwell 
Environmental Commissions and Sustainable 
Verona.

Articles from Cedar Grove’s  
First Newspaper

The first local newspaper in Cedar Grove , the 
Observer, was published on March 25, 1937, by 
six students.  It was a weekly publication with 
news relevant to those living in Cedar Grove.  
From time to time the editor of this Newsletter 
will print some of the articles found in the 
Observer.

School is Out for Another Year  
June 17, 1937  

For some children the long, hard school year ends 
this Friday.  Among those fortunate ones are the 
pupils of Cear Grove Public School.  Only time for 
the students to get the good news enclosed in their 
report cards and for good byes to friends is needed.  
School will be out about ten o’clock.  And then the 
fun begins.  For two long months nothing to do but 
play and have a good time swimming, playing dolls 
and having a general vacation from hard work. 

High School won’t be out until the 25th. 

From the Museum

What is it? 

Find out next month
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