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   Where the Past is Present

A Great Hostess Gift

Will you be visiting friends or relatives 
during the holidays and are looking for a 
great hostess gift?  Why not a handmade 
cutting board?  Society member John 
Ostering has created beautiful wood 
cutting boards in many sizes.  They  are 
available by contacting Julie Ostering at 
 2JVO@comcast.net or 973-857-1968.

November/December 2017

The Cedar Grove  
Historical Society 

Invites you to attend our annual 
Holiday Open House. 

Sunday, December 3, 2017 
2 to 4 p.m.

The Cedar Grove High School Choral 
students will entertain us.   

Floral decorations compliments of 
Coqui Designs 

Refreshments 

If you wish to bring a holiday treat to 
share, contact us at 

jeanjaeger@optonline.net or 
973-746-7453 

Cookies, brownies or other finger food 
would be greatly appreciated.

Essex County Historic Holiday 
House Tour 

December 2 and 3, 2017 

During this weekend several  
historic homes will be dressed for 
the holidays and open for tours. 

For more information visit 
essexcountyparks.org  

The Morgan Museum 
903 Pompton Avenue, Cedar Grove 

will be open for tours on 
December 2 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
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Society Activities

Pumpkin Weight Guessing 

Makayla Murray of Cedar Grove won the 
Pumpkin Weight Guessing Contest that was 
held during our Pumpkin and Apple Sale.  
The large pumpkin was on display during 
the sale and customers were urged to guess 
the weight of the pumpkin.  The participant 
whose guess came closest to the actual 
weight of the pumpkin received the 
pumpkin.  At the end of the Pumpkin and 
Apple sale all of the guesses were tabulated 
and the winner was determined. Makayla’s 
guess was 148.6 pounds and the actual 
weight of the pumpkin was 148.9 pounds.  

Morgan’s Farm at the Verona 
Health  and Wellness Fair

Makayla sits on the pumpkin with her sister and her dog.

Verona held its Fall Health and Wellness Fair 
in the Community Ballroom on Thursday, 
November 2.  The fair featured 25 local 
vendors who sold items that help maintain a 
healthy and active lifestyle.  Among those 
vendors was the Morgan Farm Stand manned 
by Julie Ostering, president of the Cedar Grove 
Historical Society. Local honey and local 
history books were on sale.  The profit from the 
sale, $135, helps to support the Morgan Farm 
and Museum. 

Julie Ostering mans the Morgan Farm Stand booth.

The Board of Directors Wishes all of our 
Members and Friends a Healthy and Happy 

Holiday Season! 

 HAPPY THANKSGIVING!    HAPPY HANUKKAH! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!              HAPPY NEW YEAR!



Cedar Grove:  Then and Now 
Notable Cedar Grovers 

John Courtenay Morgan 

John Courtenay “Courtenay” Morgan, the son 
of James and Edith Morgan,  was born in 1898 
along with his twin brother, Thomas Montague 
“Monty” Morgan.  The Morgan family was 
living in Montclair at the time of the twins 
birth.  Their oldest child, Winifred died of 
Scarlet Fever the year after the twins were 
born.  While living in Montclair the family had 
three more children, Archer, who died when he 
was three, Howard and Edith.  James Morgan 
owned an advertising business in New York 
City and often used the twins in his 
advertisements.

Courtenay and Monty

In 1910 James and Edith Morgan bought the 
Canfield farm on Pompton Avenue in Cedar 
Grove.  Courtenay was twelve years old at the 
time.   James Morgan hired Benjamin Canfield 
to run the farm  until the boys were old 
enough.  Unfortunately Mr. Morgan died in 
1920 of tuberculosis and the running of the 
farm was left to the family.  Eventually both 
Monty and Howard went off to college, but 
Courtenay stayed and worked on the farm.

Courtenay did take agricultural courses at 
Rutgers, but did not get a college degree.  He 
ran the farm with his mother until her death in 
1961 at the age of 91.  Courtenay hired young 
men from Cedar Grove to help him with the 
farm work.  The produce from the farm 
originally was driven to Newark to be sold but  
later on it was sold from the front porch of the 
farmhouse.  It would take Courtenay an entire 
day to make the round trip returning home 
after dark with a lantern to light his way.  He 
often took one of his young helpers with him. 

Courtenay never married although in his 
writings he said that he gave up a wedding for 
his farm.  He loved his farm and never wanted 
anything else built on his land.  At one time he 
was offered over a million dollars for his 
property but he refused to sell it.  Instead he 
left his over fourteen acres of land and his 
farmhouse and barn to the Township of Cedar 
Grove with directions that the Township 
create a park for passive recreation and that 
the Cedar Grove Historical Society create a 
museum to preserve Cedar Grove’s history.  
Courtenay Morgan passed away in March 
1985 at the age of 86.

On June 25, 1995, the 
Townsh ip ded ica ted J . 
Courtenay Morgan Park, 
better known as Morgan’s 
Farm.  Courtenay Morgan 
was the last farmer in Cedar 
Grove.  We thank him for the 
park and the museum.
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Can?ield/Morgan	House	-	Home	of	the	Morgan	Museum	
Open	by	appointment.	

Call	973-239-5414	or	email	jeanjaeger@optonline.net	to	
arrange	an	individual	tour	or	group	tour.	

General	 Meetings	 are	 held	 on	 the	 fourth	 Wednesday	 of	
September,	 October,	 February,	 March,	 April	 and	 May.	 	 The	
meetings	 are	 held	 at	 the	 Cedar	 Grove	 Library	 on	 Pompton	
Avenue	unless	otherwise	noted	and	begin	at	7:30	p.m.	

																								Of?icers																																											Trustees																																																																												
President:													Julie	Ostering										Eileen	Bogdanowicz																			
Vice	President:		Cindie	Newkirk							Merrily	La	Scala					
Secretary:													Jean	Jaeger																Rose	Marie	Partington	
Treasurer:											Tom	Dispenzere						Janet	Spong					
																																																																																																		

Newsletter	editor,	Jean	Jaeger,	can	be	reached	at	
jeanjaeger@optonline.net		

Comments	and	story	suggestions	gratefully	accepted.																									

2017 
December 2:  Essex County Historical House 

Tour at the Morgan Museum  1-4 p.m. 
December 3:  Cedar Grove Historical Society 

Holiday Open House at the Morgan 
Museum 2-4 p.m. 

2018 
February 28:  General Meeting “Progressive 

Parks (of Essex County) for a Progressive 
Era”  presented by  Kathy Kauhl 

March 28:  General Meeting  “Colonial Paper 
Money”  presented by Ray Williams 

April 25:  General Meeting  “Upper Montclair 
Historic Business District” presented by 
Helen Fallon 

May 23:  General Meeting  “The Caldwell 
Railway”  presented by Phil Jaeger 

Upcoming Events  

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org. 

Visit our Farm Stand page at www.facebook.com/MorganFarmStand . 

Did You Know

Did you know that the Cedar Grove Rotary first 
met in May 1937?  The first meeting was held in 
the dining room of the “Dutch House,” later 
known as the Friar Tuck.   Mayor George Tierney 
was elected president at that first meeting.  The 
other officers elected that afternoon were  Glen B. 
Williams, vice president; Glenn Goslau, secretary 
and Gustave A. Mieier, treasurer.  The new club 
was sponsored by a group of Paterson Rotarians.  
Harold E. Wettyen, Governor of the Rotary Clubs 
of northern New Jersey spoke at the luncheon. 

On May 10, 2017, the Cedar Grove Rotary Club 
celebrated its 80th Anniversary.  Bob Pityo, a 
member of the club since 1954 is credited with 
establishing many of the activities of the club such 
as the New Teachers’ Dinner, the Cedar Grove 
Interact Club, and the New Jersey Statewide 
Vocational Assembly.  Each year the Rotary Club 
distributes dictionaries to all of the third graders 
in town,  a program that Mr. Pityo helped to 
expand to the national and international level.  

JANUARY IS MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL TIME! 

Look for your renewal letter at the 
beginning of January.  Your 

membership is important to us and we 
hope that you renew  as soon as you 

can.  Don’t put that letter aside and let 
it get lost in your to-do pile.   

If you are a new member who joined 
the Society in October, November or 
December, your membership is good 

until 2019. 

Ask a friend to join!
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