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   Where the Past is Present

If a meeting is cancelled, there will be a recorded message at 973-239-5414.

 January/February 2017

General Meeting 
February 22, 2017 

Cedar Grove Public Library 
7:30 p.m.

Ellis Island: 
Passage to All Things Possible 

Presented by  
Mark Simmons

Come hear Mark Simmons give his moving one-
man presentation where he enacts the stories of 
three immigrants as they talk about their journeys 
to America.  Their stories will tell about leaving 
their homelands in search of a new life in America 
and their frustrating and sometimes frightening 
passage through Ellis Island.  Mr. Simmons tells 
these stories using the very words of the immigrants 
themselves, making Passages a harrowing  
humorous and at times heart-wrenching experience 
that you will not soon forget. 

Mark Simmons brings 30 years of experience as a 
seasoned actor, performing in over 50 different 
productions on stage both professionally and non-
professionally.  Mark is an avid lover of all periods 
of history and has a special interest in the period 
from  1900 to 1925 when immigration was at its 
highest. 

Courtesy of The Fellowship for Metlar House 
There will be a short business meeting before the 

presentation.

Cedar Grove Park is Dedicated

The new Cedar Grove Park was formally 
dedicated on December 12, 2016.   The 77-acre 
park was built on a piece of land that was once 
part of the Essex County Hospital Center, also 
known as Overbrook.  The park, located on 
Fairview Avenue, features bocci courts, a 
community center, walking paths with fitness 
stations along the path and a farm-themed 
playground. 

The dedication ceremony was held in the new 
Robert J. O’Toole Community Center.  The center 
was named for Mr. O’Toole for his dedication to 
the Township of Cedar Grove and for his work on 
helping with the preservation of the land to be 
later used as a park.

The Robert J. O’Toole Community Center

 Pictures compliment of Phil Jaeger 
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Society Activities

The Historical Society’s Annual Holiday Open 
House was held on Sunday, December 4.  We were 
entertained again this year by the Cedar Grove 
High School students under the direction of their 
teacher, Jennifer Jessen-Foose. The students sang 
songs of the season to the delight of our guests.   

We were also entertained by Society member, Jeff 
Kunick, who played the antique organ which is 
part of the collection in the Morgan Museum.  A 
big thank you to all of our guests who provided us 
with delicious refreshments.  

Essex County’s  
Historical Houses Tour 

Another Successful  
Holiday Open House

Cedar Grove High School students entertained 
our guests with songs of the season.

The Morgan Museum was again included in Essex 
County’s Historical Houses Tour.  The tours are 
held on the first weekend in December each year. 
Members of the Society greeted guests on 
Saturday, December 3, and Sunday, December 4. 
Tours of the Museum were given and our guests 
were invited to enjoy refreshments.

Trustee Janet 
Spong shows a 

photograph of the 
Morgan family to a 

group who have 
come to the 

Museum for a tour.

Spring is on Its Way 
Before you know it spring will be here and that 
will mean that it is time to plant the organic 
gardens.  This is a large task and although our 
very energetic farmer, John Ostering, puts in 
hours doing this work, he cannot do it alone.  So if 
you like to garden and have some time to spare, 
contact Julie Ostering at 2JVO@comcast.net or 
973-857-1968. 

You can help make this happen again  
this year!

Have  
 you  

renewed  
your dues  

yet? If you have, 
thank you! If you have 
not, you risk the loss of 

the Newsletter eight 
times a year. 

Don’t be left out, 
RENEW TODAY!
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Cedar Grove:  Then and Now 

The Newark-Pompton Turnpike 

 

Israel Crane eventually acquired sole ownership 
of the Turnpike from the other investors.  Because 
of his other businesses and his complete control of 
the toll road he derisively was called “King 
Crane.” The road was kept in excellent condition 
under Crane’s management. 

By the mid-1800s the use of the road had begun to 
decrease because of the increased availability of 
public roads, the advent of the Morris Canal and 
the arrival of railroads.  The portion of the road 
that is now Bloomfield Avenue was sold to Essex 
County in 1870 thereby making it the first county 
road in the state.  In the early 1890s, the county 
purchased the Pompton Branch, part of which 
runs through Cedar Grove, for $22,000 and 
officially changed its name to Pompton Avenue.  
After the purchase the toll gates were removed 
and tolls were no longer collected.

Roads 

The Newark-Pompton Turnpike was originally laid 
out in 1770 as the “old road” to Horseneck.  On 
February 24, 1806, a charter was given by the state 
of New Jersey to Israel Crane, president of the 
Newark and Bloomfield Turnpike Company, to build 
a private road in the name of the company. The road 
started  from North Broad Street (now Belleville 
Avenue) in Newark and ran northwesterly through 
Bloomfield and Cranetown (now Montclair). It then 
went over First Mountain, then through Cedar 
Grove to Pompton Plains.  A branch of the road ran 
from the top of First Mountain through Caldwell 
ending in Pine Brook.  The two branches diverged at 
the intersection of what are now Pompton Avenue 
(Route 23) and Bloomfield Avenue in Verona. When 
constructed, large rocks were laid down covered by 
smaller stones and then a layer of dirt.  The term 
turnpike comes from the pike that was over the road 
and turned when the toll was paid.  The four 
tollgates on the road were located at the Newark-
Bloomfield line, the crest of First Mountain, Pine 
Brook and Singac.

  A turn pike similar to one  
might have been used on the 
Newark-Pompton Turnpike.

Tolls Posted at the Newark-Bloomfield Line 
    

       wagons drawn by  one horse                  6 cts 
       each additional horse                              6 cts 
       sleigh or sled drawn by one horse          6 cts  
       each additional horse                              4 cts 
       horse and rider                                        4 cts   
       horse, cattle, mules in droves each        1 ct     
       calves, sheep and swine                           1/2 ct 

Keep to the Right as the Law Directs 

This plaque was placed at the site of the Newark-
Bloomfield toll on Newark Day, May 17, 1954.  It 

stated “In Commemoration of the Newark-
Pompton Turnpike, Chartered February 24, 1806.

The plaque was attached to a boulder near where 
the toll booth had been and listed the tolls that are 
seen below. The plague stated that the Newark-
Pompton Turnpike was the first turnpike in Essex 
County.  It was erected by the Schoolmen’s Club 
with assistance from the Newark Public Schools.  
Sadly, the plaque has disappeared.



 Cedar	Grove	Historical	Society	
973-239-5414	

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org	

Can?ield/Morgan	House	-	Home	of	the	Morgan	Museum	
Open	by	appointment.	

Call	973-239-5414	or	email	jeanjaeger@optonline.net	to	
arrange	an	individual	tour	or	group	tour.	

General	 Meetings	 are	 held	 on	 the	 fourth	 Wednesday	 of	
September,	 October,	 February,	 March,	 April	 and	 May.	 	 The	
meetings	 are	 held	 at	 the	 Cedar	 Grove	 Library	 on	 Pompton	
Avenue	unless	otherwise	noted	and	begin	at	7:30	p.m.	

																								Of?icers																																											Trustees																																																																												
President:													Julie	Ostering										Eileen	Bogdanowicz																			
Vice	President:		Cindie	Newkirk							Merrily	La	Scala					
Secretary:													Jean	Jaeger																Rose	Marie	Partington	
Treasurer:											Tom	Dispenzere						Janet	Spong					
																																																																																																		

Newsletter	editor,	Jean	Jaeger,	can	be	reached	at	
jeanjaeger@optonline.net		

Comments	and	story	suggestions	gratefully	accepted.																									

February 22:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m. 
                                “Ellis Island”  
                        Presented by Mark Simmons 

March 22:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
               “New Amsterdam and Its Money” 
                    Presented by Ray Williams 

April 26:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m. 
                           “Overbrook”  

Presented by Phil Jaeger 

May 24:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
                 “The Canfield/Morgan Farm” 

   Presented by Jean Jaeger 
    May 27: Farm Stand Opens  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.   

Upcoming Events

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org. 
The website is now linked to the Farm Stand Facebook page. 

Meet Our New Members 
Diane Ceccacci & Family 

Peter Corso 

K.A. Mattran 

Alyssa DeSimone 

Maria Ryan & Family 

Nancy & Bill Schneider 

Did You Know...
Did you know that the Pilgrim Shopping Center 
was built on property that was at one time owned 
by United States Senator Albert W. Hawkes?
Hawkes served as a Republican Senator from 
January 3, 1943, to January 3, 1949.  The piece of 
land that the shopping center was built on was 
known as the Hawkes Tract.  

Before construction could begin all of the trees on 
the fifteen-acre wooded tract had to be removed. 
In September of 1949, bulldozers arrived in 
order to clear the tract of all the trees. After the 
trees were cleared, work on the shopping center 
began.  The contractor hired for the job was 
Richard Diener from Elizabeth, NJ. The cost of 
the construction was $1,000.000. 

The shopping center officially opened on 
September 27, 1961.  The main stores at the 
center at that time were Food Fair and 
Newberrys. 

Pilgrim Shopping Center is on Pompton Avenue.  
It sits on the border between Cedar Grove and 
Verona with portions of the center in each town. 

This plaque is 
dedicated to the 
young men from 
Cedar Grove who 

gave their lives 
during World War II. 
It is located in front 

of the  
Municipal Building.
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