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If a meeting is cancelled, there will be a recorded message at 973-239-5414.

 November/December 2016

You are Invited to 
The Historical Society’s 

Holiday Open House 

Sunday, December 4, 2016  
2-4 p.m. 

The Morgan Museum 
903  Pompton Avenue 

Cedar Grove, N.J.  

The Cedar Grove High School 
Choral Students will entertain us. 

Floral Decorations compliments 
of Coqui Designs  

Refreshments 

If you wish to bring a holiday 
treat to share contact us at 
jeanjaeger@optonline.net or 

973-746-7453. 
Cookies, brownies or other finger 
food will be greatly appreciated. 

Essex County Holiday  
Historical House Tour 

  
The Morgan Museum will take 
part in the Essex County 
Holiday Historical House Tour 
again this year. The Morgan 
Museum will be open Saturday, 
December 3 , and Sunday, 
December 4, from 1 to 4 p.m.  
Guided tours will be available.

The Board of Directors of the 
Cedar Grove Historical Society 
Wish our Members and Friends 

a Happy Thanksgiving and a 
Happy and Peaceful Holiday 

Season. 

Thank you for all of your past 
support and we look forward to 
serving you in the coming year.  

Come visit us at the Morgan 
Museum.  After all it is your 

museum!
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Society Activities

 

Sonia Baranoff and her brother 
with her prize

Each year at our Pumpkin Apple Sale we 
hold a contest where our customers can guess 
the weight of a large pumpkin.  The 
contestant who comes closest to the actual 
weight of the pumpkin gets to take the 
pumpkin home.  This year we had over 400 
entries and believe it or not the winner, Sonia 
Baranoff of NYC  guessed the exact weight of 
the pumpkin, 112 lbs. and 3 oz. 

AND THE WINNER IS...

First Grade Class Visits Farm
Mrs. Catherine Baldwin’s first grade class 
from Our Lady of the Lake School in Verona 
made a visit to Morgan’s Farm on October 25.  
Twenty-two students and some of the class 
parents took a tour of the museum, and the 
garden, did a craft and had lunch.  Julie 
Ostering, Janet Spong and Jean Jaeger, 
members of the Society’s Board of Directors,  
were there to assist along with Farmer John 
Ostering.  A good time was had by all!

Jean Jaeger gave the class a tour of the 
museum.

Farmer John taught the students about 
organic gardening.

The students made booklets about their 
trip to share with their parents.



Cedar Grove:  Then and Now 
The Cedar Grove Cemetery 

The Cedar Grove Cemetery is located behind the 
Presbyterian Church at the corner of Pompton 
Avenue and Commerce Road. Originally known 
as the “burying ground” the cemetery was never 
affiliated with any religious organization. The 
first burials took place c. 1765. The remains of 
many of the valley’s prominent families such as 
the Vreelands, the Doremuses and the Jacobuses 
were laid to rest here. This property was 
originally part of the Thomas Doremus estate 
but by 1849 Benjamin Canfield had bought 
property from the Doremus family. In 1850 Isaac 
Sloat, a son-in-law of Peter Doremus, and two or 
three other gentlemen purchased an acre of land 
from Canfield for the purpose of opening the 
Cedar Grove Cemetery. Old correspondence 
references the area belonging to “God’s Acre 
Cemetery Associat ion,”  perhaps the 
organization begun by Isaac Sloat. John 
Canfield added additional land to the cemetery 
in 1871 and 1882 bringing the total size of the 
property to two acres.  This was a business 
venture for Mr. Canfield who sold the plots to 
area families. 

 

 

Grave of Catherine Doremus, wife of Isaac Sloat 
and daughter of Peter Doremus.  This headstone is  
in the Cedar Grove Cemetery.

The oldest headstones in the cemetery were 
made of brownstone that was quarried in 
Little Falls.  A few of them still remain albeit 
a bit worn from time and weather. Other old 
headstones that were made of wood with the 
name of the deceased painted on them have 
disappeared.  Later headstones were made of 
cast iron and the newest ones of marble.  It is 
estimated that approximately 350 burials 
took place at the cemetery.

This brownstone 
headstone is the 
marker for David 
Abeel.  It is the 
oldest headstone 
that still exists in 
t h e c e m e t e r y .  
David Abeel died 
in 1776.

The 
cemetery 

today
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Can?ield/Morgan	House	-	Home	of	the	Morgan	Museum	
Open	by	appointment.	

Call	973-239-5414	or	email	jeanjaeger@optonline.net	to	
arrange	an	individual	tour	or	group	tour.	

General	 Meetings	 are	 held	 on	 the	 fourth	 Wednesday	 of	
September,	 October,	 February,	 March,	 April	 and	 May.	 	 The	
meetings	 are	 held	 at	 the	 Cedar	 Grove	 Library	 on	 Pompton	
Avenue	unless	otherwise	noted	and	begin	at	7:30	p.m.	

																								Of?icers																																											Trustees																																																																												
President:													Julie	Ostering										Eileen	Bogdanowicz																			
Vice	President:		Cindie	Newkirk							Merrily	La	Scala					
Secretary:													Jean	Jaeger																Rose	Marie	Partington	
Treasurer:											Tom	Dispenzere						Janet	Spong					
																																																																																																		

Newsletter	editor,	Jean	Jaeger,	can	be	reached	at	
jeanjaeger@optonline.net		

Comments	and	story	suggestions	gratefully	accepted.																									

December 3-4 :  Essex County Holiday      
Historic House Tour  

         Morgan Museum open from 1-4 p.m. 

December 4:  Holiday Open House 2-4 p.m. 

2017 
February 22:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m. 
                                “Ellis Island”  
                        Presented by Mark Simmons 

March 22:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
               “New Amsterdam and Its Money” 
                 Presented by Ray Williams 

April 26:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m. 
                           “Overbrook”  

Presented by Phil Jaeger 

May 24:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
                 “The Canfield/Morgan Farm” 

Presented by Jean Jaeger             

Upcoming Events

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org. 
The website is now linked to the Farm Stand Facebook page. 

Meet Our New Members  

Dennis Donahue 

Did You Know...

what was happening in Cedar Grove in 1944 and 
1945?  The following are headlines from the local 
newspaper during those years. 

1944 
1. The town tax rate went up ten points to $3.45. 
2. Tokens were introduced as change in the 

point rationing system. 
3. School children first helped in the scrap 

paper collection. 
4. School addition vote: yes; 440  no; 206 

1945 
1. The Junior Women’s Club was organized 

with Miss Eleanor Sorg as president. 
2. The Town tax rate was $3.67. 
3. Two-hundred thirty-four cartons of clothing 

for Europeans were collected and sent. 
4. Three memorial windows for war dead were 

installed at Church.  (There was no reference 
to which church received these windows.)

Do you have some extra time and 
like to volunteer?  The Cedar Grove 
Historical Society needs YOU!  The 
work of the Society is being done by 
a small group of dedicated workers 
that would love to have you join 
them.  Contact Julie Ostering at 
2JVO@comcast.net or 973-857-1968 
for more information 
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